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TO  THE  READER 

Who  faulteth  not,  liueth  not;  who  mendeth  faults 
is  commended :  The  Printer  hath  faulted  a  little :  it 
may  be  the  author  oversighted  more.  Thy  paine 
(Reader)  is  the  least;  then  erre  not  thou  most  by 
misconstruing  or  sharpe  censuring;  least  thou  be 
more  vncharitable,  then  either  of  them  hath  been 
heedlesse :  God  amend  and  guide  vs  all. 

—  Robartes  on  Tythes,  Cambridge,  1613. 
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THE  ULSTER  COUNTY  GAZETTE* 
And  Its  Illegitimate  Offspring 


By  R.  W.  G.  VAIL 

NOT  many  years  ago  a  letter  appeared  in  the  mail  of  the  American  Anti- 
quarian Society  offering  a  "genuine"  copy  of  the  famous  Ulster  County 
Gazette  of  January  4,  1800,  which  had  "never  been  out  of  the  owner's  family" 
and  which  the  writer  of  the  letter  was  willing  to  sell  for  thirty-eight  hundred 
dollars!  Another  happy  owner  of  an  "original"  of  this  ancient  newspaper  re- 
cently announced  that  he  had  refused  five  hundred  dollars  for  it  and  would  not 
sell  at  any  price.  Hardly  a  week  goes  by  without  at  least  one  of  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  reprints  being  offered  for  sale  to  The  New  York  Public  Library 
and  in  most  cases  the  owner  honestly  believes  his  to  be  authentic,  regardless  of  the 
thirty  different  imitations  which  the  Library  is  able  to  show  him.  It  is  probable 
that  fully  a  million  copies  of  at  least  sixty  reproductions  of  this  interesting  old 
newspaper  have  been  made. 

Librarians  and  booksellers  who  have  some  hundreds  of  copies  of  this  most 
widely  circulated  of  all  newspaper  issues  offered  to  them  every  year  are  apt  to 
smile  when  the  famous  old  hoax  is  mentioned  but  there  are  two  good  reasons 
why  they  should  look  before  they  laugh.  One  is  that  the  particular  copy  in  ques- 
tion might  prove  to  be  genuine,  for  there  certainly  was  such  a  newspaper,  as  we 
know  from  the  few  stray  copies  of  other  numbers  still  preserved  in  our  libraries. 
And  it  is  not  at  all  a  laughing  matter  when  a  trusting  little  white-haired  lady  comes 
to  you  and  says:  "I  have  here  a  very  precious  heirloom  which  has  been  in  my 
family  for  generations  but  now  I  am  very  much  in  need  of  money  and  have  finally 
decided  to  part  with  it,  for  I  know  it  must  be  very  valuable."  Then  she  carefully 
unwraps  a  copy  of  the  familiar  bogus  newspaper  and  hopefully  asks  how  much 
you  are  willing  to  give  her  for  it.  You  are  immediately  in  an  embarrassing 
dilemma  for  of  course  you  do  not  want  to  purchase  it  and  yet  you  hate  to  disap- 
point her.  She  will  either  suspect  your  motives  and  still  believe  in  the  authenticity 
of  her  paper  or  else  be  terribly  disappointed  when  you  tell  her,  as  gently  as  you 
know  how,  that  her  Gazette  is  a  mere  reproduction  and  so  worth  only  from  ten  to 
twenty-five  cents  as  a  curiosity. 

If  the  gentleman  who  offered  his  copy  for  thirty-eight  hundred  dollars  had 
asked  the  advice  of  any  authority  on  old  newspapers  he  probably  would  have  been 

*  The  writer  wishes  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  generous  aid  of  the  following  gentlemen, 
all  of  whom  have  studied  this  subject  for  years  and  any  of  whom  could  have  done  it  greater  justice: 
Mr.  Clarence  S.  Brigham,  Dr.  Wilberforce  Eames,  Mr.  Joseph  Gavit,  Mr.  J.  Van  Ness  Ingrain, 
Mr.  H.  M.  Lydenberg,  Mr.  L.  N.  Nichols,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Wall. 
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surprised  to  learn  that  there  are  dozens*  of  genuine  newspapers  of  similar  date 
and  interest  which  are  worth  only  from  one  to  five  dollars  each  and  that  if  his 
should  prove  to  be  the  long  sought  original  of  the  famous  Gazette,  even  its  nation- 
wide fame  would  probably  not  make  it  worth  more  than  fifty,  or  at  most,  a 
hundred  dollars.  Hundreds  of  earlier  newspapers  have  been  sold  in  recent  years 
for  fifty  cents  to  a  dollar  a  number  and  it  is  doubtful  if  a  complete  file  of  the 
Ulster  County  Gazette  for  the  entire  twenty-four  years  of  its  existence  would  be 
worth  half  the  price  the  gentleman  asked  for  his  single  number. 

HISTORY 

The  Ulster  County  Gazette  was  established  May  5,  1798,  at  Kingston,  New 
York,  by  Samuel  Freer  and  his  son,  Samuel  S.  Freer,  both  staunch  supporters 
of  the  Federal  Party ;  and  it  continued  as  a  vigorous  party  organ  until  1822  when 
the  paper  and  the  party  expired  together.1  About  five  years  after  the  founding 
of  the  Gazette,  Samuel  Freer  prepared  his  last  "make-ready"  and  the  paper  was 
continued  by  his  son  who  died  July  5,  1840,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.2 

The  following  original  numbers  of  the  Gazette  were  located  by  Mr.  Clarence  S. 
Brigham  in  1917, 3  with  the  exception  of  those  noted,  including  that  of  January  4, 
1800,  a  copy  of  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  discovered  in  the  De  Renne  Li- 
brary by  Mr.  Oscar  Wegelin  in  1911. 4 

Ulster  County  Gazette,  Vol.  I,  No.  2,  May  12,  1798,  published  by  Samuel 
Freer  and  Son.  Was,  as  late  as  1911  (when  it  was  examined  by  Dr. 
Wilberforce  Eames),  in  the  old  Senate  House,  Kingston;  but  all  original 
numbers  in  this  museum  have  since  disappeared. 

Ulster  and  Delaware  Gazette,  Vol.  I,  Xo.  20,  September  15,  1798,  pub- 
lished by  Samuel  Freer.  Formerly  in  Senate  House,  Kingston,  now  lost. 

Ulster  County  Gazette,  Vol.  II,  No.  53,  May  4,  1799,  published  by  Samuel 
Freer  and  Son.  In  New  York  Historical  Society.  The  following  issues, 
which  have  no  change  in  title  or  publisher,  were  formerly  in  the  Senate 
House,  Kingston :  May  11,  October  12,  19,  26,  and  November  2,  1799. 

Ulster  County  Gazette,  Vol.  II,  No.  88,  January  4,  1800,  published  by 
Samuel  Freer  and  Son.  An  "Imperfect  copy,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the 
reprint"  is  listed  on  p.  133  of  Mr.  Oscar  Wegelin's  catalogue  of  the  Wym- 
berley  Jones  De  Renne  Library,  Wormsloe,  Isle  of  Hope,  Chatham  County, 
Georgia,  p.  133. 

In  a  letter  of  March  20,  1930,  to  the  writer,  Hon.  A.  T.  Clearwater,  his- 
torian of  Kingston,  said  that  he  had  examined  an  original  then  owned  by  a 
relative  of  the  printer,  Mr.  Charles  Lang  Freer,  of  Detroit,  donor  of  the 


*  There  were  about  200  newspapers  being  published  in  the  United  States  at  the  time. 

1  Sylvester,  p.  144-148.  3  Brigham,  Bibliography  of  American  newspapers,  p.  266-267. 

2  Wall,  p.  15.  4  Wegelin,  p.  133. 
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Freer  Art  Gallery  in  Washington.  This  copy  cannot  now  be  traced.  Still 
another  is  said  to  have  been  in  the  Eden  Musee,  New  York.3 

Mr.  Brigham  states  that  a  man  in  Orange  County,  New  York  had,  only 
a  few  years  ago,  but  lent  and  lost,  the  following  original  numbers  of  the 
Ulster  County  Gazette:  December  28,  1799,  January  4  and  11,  1800.  The 
fact  that  he  claims  to  have  had  originals  of  the  two  numbers  immediately 
before  and  after  the  famous  number,  leads  one  to  hope  that  the  number  for 
January  4  was  also  an  original  and  that  it  may  eventually  be  recovered. 

These  statements  have  not  been  verified  and  no  other  originals  of  this  issue 
are  now  known  to  exist,  though  it  is  probable  that  one  or  two  of  the  repro- 
ductions were  printed  from  originals.  Vol.  II,  No.  104,  April  26,  1800  (p. 
3^4  only),  in  New  York  State  Library,  discovered  since  publication  of  Mr. 
Brigham's  bibliography.  The  last  known  issue  with  this  same  title  and  pub- 
lisher is  Vol.  II,  No.  106,  May  10,  1800,  formerly  owned  by  the  late  Rev. 
Roswell  R.  Hoes,  U.  S.  N.,  historian  of  Kingston,  and  now  in  the  New  York 
Historical  Society.  Its  first  page  was  reproduced  in  part  in  the  New  York 
Historical  Society  Quarterly  Bulletin,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  April,  1917,  p.  16;  April 
16  and  30,  1803,  owned  bv  New  York  State  Library  (not  in  Mr.  Brigham's 
list). 

Ulster  Gazette,  Vol.  VI,  No.  276,  August  13,  1803,  published  by  Samuel  S. 
Freer.  In  American  Antiquarian  Society;  December  17,  1803,  in  Harvard; 
January  28,  March  10,  17,  1804,  in  American  Antiquarian  Society;  May 
26,  1804  (not  in  Mr.  Brigham's  list),  in  Library  of  Congress;  August  18, 
September  22,  1804,  in  Wisconsin  Historical  Society;  April  13,  1805,  Feb- 
ruary 14,  October  10,  November  28,  1806,  in  American  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety; Vol.  IX,  No.  521,  April  26,  1808,  owned,  1930,  by  Mr.  Wilberforce 
Eames  (not  in  Mr.  Brigham's  list)  ;  April  11,  1809,  in  New  York  Historical 
Society;  February  13,  27,  1810,  in  New  York  State  Library;  August  28, 
October  23,  1810,  July  16,  1811,  in  Connecticut  Historical  Society;  Feb- 
ruary 16  and  December  28,  1813,  October  15,  1811  (  not  in  Mr.  Brigham's 
list),  in  Library  of  Congress ;  September  12,  1815  (mutilated),  in  American 
Antiquarian  Society;  December  16,  1817  (not  in  Mr.  Brigham's  list),  in 
Library  of  Congress ;  May  22,  1819  (not  in  Mr.  Brigham's  list),  in  Library 
of  Congress;  and  October  16,  1819,  in  New  York  Historical  Society. 

Anthony  Freer  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  somewhere  between  1815  and 
1817,  though  he  worked  in  the  office  as  early  as  1812,*  and  the  firm  name  became 
S.  S.  and  A.  Freer.  Of  all  the  more  than  1200  numbers  issued  during  the  twenty- 
four  years  of  the  life  of  the  paper,  only  a  handful  have  survived,  which  helps  to 
explain  why  the  famous  number  for  January  4,  1800,  exists  only  in  its  many 
descendants. 

5  Kingston  Daily  Freeman,  April  28,  1923. 

*  An  original  receipt,  probably  in  the  autograph  of  Samuel  S.  Freer,  for  a  subscription  to  the 
Gazette  and  for  some  job  printing,  dated  Nov.  24,  1812,  and  signed  by  A.  Freer,  is  owned  by  The 
New  York  Public  Library. 
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THE  ULSTER  COUNTY  GAZETTE  FOR  JANUARY  4,  1800 

George  Washington  died  at  Mount  Vernon  on  December  14,  1799,  and  a  few 
days  later  every  crudely  printed  little  four-page  weekly  newspaper  in  the  new 
republic  recorded  the  grief  of  the  sorrowing  nation  by  appearing  in  mourning  for 
the  man  who  brought  independence  and  peace  to  our  war-worn  country  and 
served  as  its  first  president. 

The  sad  news  reached  Kingston,  New  York,  in  time  for  the  Freers  to  give  an 
account  of  the  death  and  funeral  of  Washington  in  their  paper  on  January  4, 
1800.  The  Gazette  was  a  small  four-page  affair,  each  page  containing  four 
columns  and  measuring  in  the  reproductions  approximately  9l/$  by  16  inches, 
exclusive  of  margins.6  Tt  was  printed  with  worn  type  on  the  coarse,  rather  thick, 
uneven  brownish  rag  paper  of  the  period.  The  two  inside  pages  had  the  cus- 
tomary heavy  black  mourning  borders  around  each  page  and  between  the  columns 
of  type.  The  following  description  of  the  contents  of  the  famous  Washington 
memorial  number  is,  of  course,  taken  from  a  comparison  of  the  numerous  re- 
productions, for  no  original  is  known  with  certainty  to  have  survived  to  our  day. 

The  text  of  the  number  for  January  4,  1800  is  as  follows : 

Page  [1],  column  1  :  Notes  on  the  Dec.  10  sessions  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  Senate  with  their  addresses  to  President  John  Adams  relative  to 
his  previous  message  to  both  houses,  and  his  reply  to  the  addresses ;  column  2  : 
same  continued,  and  beginning  of  foreign  news  dated  from  London)  Oct.  18 
[1799],  including  account  of  an  engagement  between  the  British  and  Dutch 
forces  on  Oct.  10th;  column  3:  same  continued,  including  news  of  military 
affairs  in  Switzerland,  and  account  of  battle  of  Zurich,  Sept.  25,  reprinted  from 
London  Gazette  of  Oct.  20,  1799 ;  column  4 :  same  continued,  also  later  dispatch 
dated  Sept.  30,  and  extracts  from  a  letter  dated  Sept.  16; 

Page  [2],  column  1 :  same  continued,  also  extracts  from  letter  of  Sept.  29, 
dispatch  from  London  of  Oct.  20,  also  "Latest  foreign"  dispatch  giving  letter  of 
Oct.  7,  1799,  from  Archduke  Charles,  all  relative  to  campaign  in  Switzerland; 
column  2:  military  dispatches  from  Paris,  Oct.  13  (regarding  Buonaparte), 
Strasburgh,  Oct.  9  (Germans  have  retaken  Manheim  and  Frankfort),  and  Lon- 
don, Oct.  24  (Evacuation  of  Holland  by  the  British),  also  news  of  Congress, 
Dec.  19,  1799;  column  3:  same  continued,  including  address  on  the  death  of 
Washington  delivered  before  the  House  by  [John]  Marshall,  also  beginning  of 
address  of  condolence  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  delivered  to  the  President, 
including  resolutions  of  the  House  on  the  death  of  Washington,  drawn  up  by 
General  Henry  ["Light  Horse  Harry"]  Lee,  father  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee, 

6  The  type  form  of  the  original  Gazette  for  April  26,  1800,  measures  24  x  38^  cm.  x 
15^2  in.),  on  paper  25^  x  42^  cm.  (10  x  16^4  in.),  with  the  long  fore-edge  untrimmed.  The 
pages  do  not  register.  It  is  probable  that  an  original  for  January  4,  1800,  would  be  of  the  same 
dimensions. 
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containing  the  famous  phrase :  "first  in  war,  first  in  peace  and  first  in  the  hearts 
of  his  country" ;  column  4 :  same  continued,  with  the  President's  reply,  eulogiz- 
ing Washington,  also  Senate's  message  on  same  subject,  with  President  John 
Adams'  reply,  dated  Dec.  22,  1799; 

Page  [3],  column  1 :  same  continued,  also  dispatch  from  George  Town,  Dec. 
20,  giving  full  account  of  Washington's  funeral ;  column  2 :  same  continued, 
also  summary  of  foreign  news,  three  legal  notices  and  two  advertisements  (heifer 
found,  and  peas  for  sale) ;  upper  right  corner,  occupying  part  of  columns 
3  and  4:  a  six-stanza  poem  of  four  lines  each  written  especially  "For  the  Ulster 
County  Gazette  On  the  death  of  General  Washington.  By  a  young  lady"; 
remainder  of  column  3 :  two  legal  notices;  remainder  of  column  4:  same 
continued,  also  rhymed  advertisement  of  Luther  Andres  &  Co.,  also  list  of  un- 
claimed letters ; 

Page  [4]  :  33  legal  notices  and  advertisements. 

HOW  TO  IDENTIFY  A  GENUINE  ULSTER  COUNTY  GAZETTE 

The  genuine  Ulster  County  Gazette  for  January  4,  1800  is  like  the  famous 
purple  cow  in  Gelett  Burgess'  familiar  verse  beginning : 

"I  never  saw  a  purple  cow, 
I  never  hope  to  see  one" 

And,  similarly,  you  may  never  hope  to  see  a  real  Gazette  for,  in  spite  of  its 
apparent  age,  and  your  family  tradition  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  it  is  a 
thousand  to  one  that  your  copy  of  the  old  paper  is  a  more  or  less  perfect  repro- 
duction which  your  grandfather  bought  for  ten  cents  at  the  Philadelphia  Cen- 
tennial in  1876  and  laid  away  in  his  desk  along  with  his  Civil  War  commission 
and  the  deed  to  the  old  home,  to  be  discovered  a  half-century  later  by  an  inquisi- 
tive grandson. 

But  if  yours  should  prove  to  be  the  original  Gazette  for  which  librarians  and 
historians  of  the  press  have  been  searching  for  half  a  century,  you  will  find  little 
difficulty  in  proving  its  age.  To  begin  with,  the  name  of  the  paper  at  the  head 
of  the  first  page  must  be  printed  in  the  slanting  italic  type  used  in  the  known 
original  numbers  of  other  dates.  (See  illustration.)  If  the  heading  is  set  in  a 
vertical  roman  type  it  is  a  reproduction  even  if  it  is  printed  on  what  appears  to  be 
old  paper.  But  this  is  not  an  infallible  test,  for  there  are  many  reproductions 
which  have  the  italic  heading,  just  as  there  are  many  others  in  which  it  is  set  in 
roman  type. 

The  real  test  of  genuineness  is  to  be  found  in  an  examination  of  the  paper  and 
the  ink.  Most  of  the  news  print  paper  made  in  America  at  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century  was  coarse,  uneven,  yellowish-brown  and  considerably  thicker 
and  softer  than  that  used  in  the  reprints  of  the  Gazette.  This  is  particularly  true 
of  the  paper  used  by  the  small-town  printers  who  patronized  the  crude  local  paper 
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mills.  The  only  good  quality  of  this  paper  was  that,  being  made  from  linen  rags, 
it  was  tough  and  strong.  But  it  did  not  take  the  thick,  sticky  ink  very  well, 
especially  as  the  type  and  presses  were  generally  worn  and  uneven,  for  most  small- 
town publishers  used  old,  second-hand  equipment.  Then,  too,  the  ink  was  very 
unevenly  spread  on  the  type  with  ink  balls  and  not  with  the  present-day  even- 
spreading  rollers.  The  resulting  printed  page,  which  was  probably  run  off  by  a 
careless  apprentice  or  a  half-drunken  tramp  printer,  was  unevenly  printed,  with 
nothing  of  the  uniformly  black  appearance  of  the  smoothly-inked  modern  re- 
production. 

The  coarse  paper  of  the  period  was  very  soft  and  porous  and  tended  to  absorb 
the  ink  after  the  manner  of  a  blotter,  so  that  the  type  impression  of  the  typical 
old  newspaper  of  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago  is  somewhat  blurred,  with  a 
saw-tooth  edge  to  the  letters,  where  the  ink  has  spread  out  into  the  paper.  In  the 
reproductions,  however,  the  type  impressions  are  sharp  and  clear  cut  and  the  ink- 
very  black  instead  of  brownish-black  as  in  the  originals.  A  careful  examination 
under  a  magnifying  glass  should  convince  the  most  skeptical  but,  if  you  are  still 
in  doubt,  take  your  paper  to  the  Library  and  have  your  doubts  laid  to  rest  by 
someone  familiar  with  old  paper  and  ink. 

The  fact  that  no  original  has  been  discovered  after  many  years'  search  has 
resulted  in  the  statement,  frequently  repeated  in  the  press,  that  there  never  was 
an  original  and  that  the  whole  thing  is  a  clever  hoax.  This  is  refuted  by  the 
discovery  of  a  genuine  number  of  the  Gazette  for  April  26,  1800,  in  which  the 
Jan  sen  legal  notice,  reprinted  from  an  earlier  issue,  bears  the  date  January  4, 
1800,  in  which  number  it  first  appeared.  A  careful  comparison  of  this  Jansen 
notice  with  the  reprint  in  your  copy  of  the  Gazette  will  show  differences  of  word- 
ing and  spelling,  for  no  later  edition  is  an  exact  reproduction  of  this  original. 
(See  illustration.) 

There  is  no  real  facsimile  of  the  original  Gazette.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact 
that  the  modern  processes  of  mechanical  reproduction  were  unknown  when  the 
earlier  copies  were  printed.  The  printers  of  the  first  reproductions,  who  had 
originals  (now  lost)  before  them,  simply  used  the  oldest  font  of  type  they  could 
find  and  copied  the  set-up  as  best  they  could.  The  more  modern  editions,  having 
no  originals  to  copy,  made  photo-mechanical  facsimiles  of  early  type-set  copies, 
in  many  cases  thinking  they  were  copying  originals.  The  result  is  that  there  are 
almost  no  two  reproductions  alike,  and  still  there  is  no  exact  facsimile  of  an 
original.  Not  even  in  the  headings  did  they  succeed  in  making  a  facsimile,  as  we 
know  by  comparing  the  copies  with  the  headings  of  originals  of  other  dates.  In 
no  copy  examined  by  this  writer  is  the  date  line  a  correct  copy,  as  will  be  seen 
from  a  careful  comparison  of  the  reproductions  of  the  two  originals  of  other 
dates  with  those  of  the  copies  illustrated  in  this  essay. 
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WHY  SO  MANY  IMITATIONS? 

A  great  many  people  have  wondered  why  there  are  dozens  of  different  reprints 
of  the  Washington  issue  of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette  with  a  probable  total  of 
over  a  million  copies  scattered  through  the  cities,  villages,  and  farming  communi- 
ties of  the  country.  There  are  at  least  two  good  reasons  for  this  surprising  circu- 
lation. In  the  first  place,  most  of  us  are  interested  in  relics,  we  admire  the  quaint 
and  unusual,  we  like  to  think  that  our  own  particular  curiosities  are  rare  and 
valuable  and  just  a  little  more  interesting  than  the  treasures  which  our  neighbors 
have  accumulated.  There  is  a  "practically  universal  interest  in  old  things  pos- 
sessed of  familiar  historical  association."7 

A  generation  ago  the  small  boys  of  the  country  collected  advertising  cards, 
chewing-tobacco  tags,  cigar-bands,  or  cigarette  pictures.  Later  on  they  gathered 
post-cards,  postmarks,  foreign  postage  stamps,  old  coins,  and  shinplasters,  while 
the  girls  assembled  "friendship  cards"  and  valentines.  As  they  grew  older  the 
boys  found  themselves  interested  in  Indian  relics,  butterflies,  and  birds'  eggs  if 
they  lived  in  the  country,  or  in  autographs  and  the  rarer  American  stamps  if  they 
were  city  youngsters.  Four  years  of  college  developed  their  tastes  for  literature 
and  so  they  went  in  for  first  editions  or,  if  they  were  historically  minded,  they 
collected  manuscripts  and  Americana. 

Business  and  professional  men,  with  more  originality,  collected  ship  models, 
early  weapons  and  armor,  old  bottles,  ancient  maps,  Currier  and  Ives  and  other 
historical  prints,  old-fashioned  children's  books  and  schoolbooks,  almanacs,  books 
and  prints  on  early  canals,  railroads  or  balloon  ascensions,  memorabilia  of  Wash- 
ington, Napoleon,  Lincoln,  or  Roosevelt,  or  match-box  labels,  of  which  Dr.  J.  D. 
Corrington  of  Syracuse  University,  has  assembled  1,350  varieties.  At  the  same 
time  their  wives  and  sisters  brought  together  collections  of  old  china,  fans,  sil- 
houettes, samplers,  snuff  and  patch  boxes,  bandboxes,  playing-cards,  hand-bells, 
antique  watches,  old  valentines,  and  even  children's  toy  banks.  And  of  course  the 
millionaires  were  interested  in  the  old  masters,  etchings  by  Rembrandt,  pre- 
historic Egyptian,  Greek,  or  Aztec  gold,  glass,  and  pottery,  Gutenberg  Bibles,  and 
first  editions  of  Shakespeare,  Shelley,  Dickens,  or  Poe. 

But  all  collectors,  from  the  small  boy  with  his  cigar  box  full  of  Indian  arrow- 
heads to  the  millionaire  with  his  portfolio  of  Whistlers,  have  the  same  incentives 
for  collecting ;  they  love  the  chase  after  the  elusive,  they  find  great  joy  in  dis- 
playing something  their  friends  will  admire  and  envy  but  cannot  hope  to  secure ; 
they  like  to  have  it  known  that  they  ride  a  scholarly  or  amusing  hobby  and,  un- 
fortunately, they  are  sometimes  also  actuated  by  the  knowledge  that  their  treas- 
ures, if  they  have  been  collected  wisely,  are  bound  to  increase  in  value. 

But  to  return  to  our  Ulster  County  Gazette.  "Now  it  is  a  curious  fact  about 
newspapers  that  practically  all  of  the  enormous  number  currently  produced  are 
destroyed  within  a  short  time  and  but  few  people,  relatively  speaking,  have  ever 
seen  a  newspaper  of  any  considerable  age."7  And  so  an  ancient  newspaper  is 
always  interesting.  Virtually  all  American  collectors  have  pored  over  the  strange 


7  Quaife,  p.  75. 
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news  items  and  quaint  advertisements  of  some  one  of  the  reproductions  of  the 
Gazette.  They  have  smiled  at  Andres'  curious  advertisement  which  ends : 

"My  friends  and  buyers  one  and  all, 
It  will  pay  you  well  to  give  a  call. 
You  always  may  find  me  by  my  sign, 
A  few  rods  from  the  house  divine." 

Or  they  have  examined  the  real  estate  advertisement  of  Lodewyck  Hoornbeek, 
who  offers  farms  of  from  50  to  4,000  acres  in  the  Military  Tract  or  the  Con- 
necticut Purchase,  and  know  that  John  Tremper  "has  commenced  business  in  the 
mercantile  line,"  that  William  Peters  is  looking  for  an  "active  diligent  boy"  as 
an  apprentice,  and  that  John  Schoonmaker  wants  to  sell  "the  one  half  of  a  saw 
mill"  and  also  "a  stout,  healthy,  active  negro  wench." 

The  curious  reader  will  also  discover  that  a  red  bull  has  been  lost,  "branded  on 
both  horns  P.  T.  B."  (perhaps  owned  by  an  ancestor  of  Barnum,  but  more 
probably  belonging  to  Peter  Ten  Broeck.  the  sheriff  whose  notices  of  sheriff's 
sales  occupy  the  first  column  of  page  four),  and  that  two  heifers  owned  by 
Benjamin  Demyer  have  strayed,  one  of  them  ("has  a  small  star  in  her  forehead, 
is  white  under  her  belly,  and  a  little  white  to  her  tail ;  has  a  piece  cut  off  her  left 
ear")  having,  happily,  been  found  by  Seth  Mosier  who  in  another  advertisement 
concludes  with  the  remark  that :  "the  owner  by  paying  charges  is  desired  to  take 
her  away."  But  perhaps  the  most  melancholy  information,  aside  from  the  death 
of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  is  that  contained  in  Matys  Van  Steenbergh's  sad 
statement : 

"Second  notice,  of  my  wife  Hannah  is  hereby  given  forbidding  all  persons 
whatever,  from  harboring  or  keeping  her,  and  from  trusting  her  on  my  account, 
as  I  am  determined  to  pay  no  debts  of  her  contracting."  (Evidently  Hannah  ran 
away  with  a  handsomer  man. ) 

So,  as  we  read  the  curious  advertisements  of  this  odd  old-time  paper  it  is  not 
surprising  that  it  is  of  enough  interest  to  the  public  to  warrant  its  frequent 
reproduction,  and  the  scores  of  notices  regarding  it  which  appear  each  year  in 
our  newspapers.  And  thus  we  come  to  the  second  reason  for  the  numerous 
illegitimate  offspring  of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette:  its  frequent  republication  is 
profitable. 

THE  PUBLISHERS  OF  THE  REPRINTS 

As  in  the  case  of  the  birthplace  of  Homer,  there  seems  to  be  more  than  one 
claimant  for  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  make  a  reproduction  of  this  famous 
paper.  The  following  letter,  printed  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Clarence  S. 
Brigham  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  gives 
a  plausible  and  straightforward  account  of  the  reprinting  and  sale  of  the  Gazette 
on  July  5, 1825,  by  its  original  publisher.  Based  on  the  memory  of  an  old  man  and 
transmitted  years  later  by  another,  and  being  unverified  from  any  other  source, 
its  validity  is,  of  course,  doubtful.  It  does  give  a  reasonable  explanation  for  the 
reprints  with  titles  in  roman  instead  of  the  italic  type  of  the  original  and  it  does 
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point  to  an  earlier  reprint  than  was  previously  known.  Though  not  good  his- 
torical evidence,  it  has  been  inserted  for  what  it  is  worth : 

Dear  Sir .  "Piqua,  Ohio,  Feb.  7,  1914. 

...  By  following  my  notes  of  that  date,  I  find  that  on  June  12,  1886,  a  Mr.  J. 
Herbert  Smith,8  of  Albany,  New  York,  introduced  himself  to  our  small  company 
of  scientifically  inclined  men  who  at  that  time  met  at  the  cigar-store  of  Chas.  T. 
Wiltheiss  in  Piqua.  I  do  not  remember  Mr.  Smith's  business,  but  think  it  was  in 
the  way  of  maps  or  school  supplies. 

We  were  discussing  the  probable  originality  of  an  Ulster  County  Gazette 
which  had  that  day  come  into  my  possession,  when  after  listening  to  our  conver- 
sation a  few  minutes  Mr.  Smith  suggested  allowing  him  to  examine  it.  He  at 
once  pronounced  it  a  reprint  of  1850,  and  then  said,  Why  Gentlemen;  I  used  to 
work  in  the  Gazette  printing  office  at  Kingston.  He  then  gave  a  long  talk  of  his 
early  life,  including  the  following:  In  1825,  at  the  age  of  16,  he  was  press-boy, 
or  'devil'  in  the  printing  office,  when  the  subject  of  printing  a  quarter-century 
memorial  to  Washington  came  up.  It  was  finally  decided  to  copy  in  full  the 
Gazette  of  Jan.  4,  1800,  which  was  done,  with  the  exception  of  the  Title  of  the 
paper,  for  which  the  "sloping"  type  could  not  be  found,  and  "straight"  type  was 
substituted. 

He  further  stated  that  this  reprint  was  not  made  in  January,  but  came  out  just 
before  the  4th  of  July  1825,  when  hundreds  of  copies  were  sold:  That  he  had 
kept  the  original  copy  and  many  of  the  reprints,  and  that  he  had  soon  afterward 
left  Kingston,  but  was  under  the  impression  that  the  reprints  of  1850  were  not 
printed  there,  but  in  Washington  or  Philadelphia. 

In  walking  with  him  to  his  hotel  I  made  the  statement  that  I  would  like  to  have 
a  copy  of  the  original  paper,  upon  which  he  said  he  would  give  me  his  original 
copy  and  also  send  a  copy  of  the  1825  reprint.  Two  months  later  (Aug.  16, 
according  to  notes)  I  received  the  two  papers  by  mail  from  Albany,  New  York, 
with  their  designations  in  pencil.  [Mr.  Rayner  later  sent  both  copies  to  Mr. 
Brigham  for  his  examination  and  return.  The  latter  found  them  to  be  well 
known  reproductions  published  after  1850.] 

I  have  never  since  heard  from  Mr.  Smith,  and  am  sorry  now  that  I  procured 
no  further  proof  of  his  statements,  but  they  were  made  in  such  a  straight- forward 
manner  that  one  could  not  but  believe  every  word. 

His  statements  as  to  the  1850  reprints  are  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  when  one 
of  our  own  citizens  (The  late  Major  Stephen  Johnston)  was  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  early  in  1850,  he  bought  and  brought  home  20  of  these  papers,  which  he 
gave  to  different  friends,  and  which  now  turn  up  at  frequent  intervals  in  Piqua. 
These  I  simply  regard  as  a  half-century  commemorative,  and  only  wonder  that 
the  country  was  not  over-run  by  a  century  edition  in  1900.  It  would  be  folly  for 
me  to  pretend  any  personal  knowledge  of  these  earlier  papers,  but  I  believe  the. 

8  Perhaps  identical  with:  John  Henry  Smith,  salesman,  470  Broadway,  h.  138  S.  (Albany  di- 
rectory, 1880.) ;  J.  Henry  Smith,  salesman,  house,  277  Hudson  Avenue.  (Albany  directory,  1886.) ; 
J.  Henry  Smith,  traveling-salesman,  479  Broadway,  b.  Globe  Hotel.  (Albany  directory,  1890.) 
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above  statements  are  entirely  reliable,  and  will  so  regard  them  until  convinced 
Yours  Respectfully, 

J.  A.  Rayner,  R.  R.  No.  5,  Piqua,  Ohio. 
Curator  Piqua  Hist.  Society." 


It  will  be  noted  that  Mr.  Smith  speaks  of  being  a  printer's  devil  in  the  office  of 
Samuel  S.  Freer  in  1825  and  the  objection  will  at  once  be  made  that  the  Gazette 
ceased  publication  in  1822.  This  apparent  discrepancy  is  explained,  however, 
by  the  fact  that,  shortly  after  suspending  the  Gazette,  Freer  began  the  publication 
of  the  Ulster  Herald  which  he  sold  in  April,  1823,  only  to  continue  his  operations 
by  commencing  the  People's  Advocate  in  1824,  with  Peter  K.  Allen  as  his  partner. 
This  he  continued  until  1827  when  Freer  was  succeeded  in  the  partnership  by  a 
man  named  Burns  who,  a  few  months  later,  allowed  the  paper  to  succumb.9  Freer 
followed  this  in  1827  with  the  Ulster  Republican,  edited  for  him  by  S.  Curtis, 
Jr.  So  it  is  possible  that  Mr.  Smith  was  on  the  staff  of  the  People's  Advocate 
while  Samuel  S.  Freer  was  its  editor  and  that  it  was  in  the  Advocate  office  that  the 
first  reproduction  of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette  for  January  4.  1800  (printed 
from  old  type  on  old  hand-made  rag  paper  but  with  a  vertical  roman  instead 
of  the  original  slanting  italic  heading)  was  offered  for  sale  on  July  4,  1825.  Of 
course  the  statement  in  Mr.  Rayner's  letter  cannot  be  proved  but  it  is  offered  as  a 
reasonable  theory  until  a  better  one  appears.  Certainly  no  more  appropriate  date 
could  have  been  picked  for  the  rebirth  of  this  issue  than  the  Fourth  of  July  of  the 
twenty-fifth  year  after  Washington's  death  and  no  more  logical  place  could  have 
been  selected  for  its  appearance  than  the  office  of  the  original  publisher.  Mr. 
Rayner  sent  on  his  Gazettes  for  the  examination  of  Mr.  Brigham  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  with  the  result  that  the  supposed  "original"  proved  to  be  the 
bracketed  "copyright  secured"  edition  of  1857,  the  "1825"  edition  turned  out  to 
be  a  much  later  issue,  probably  not  before  the  Civil  War  period,  and  the  "1850" 
edition  was  only  the  familiar  Gilliss  edition  of  1876  of  which  over  100,000  copies 
were  printed !  These  copies  are  now  owned  by  Ohio  State  University  Library. 

It  would  also  be  most  fitting  that  another  reprint  should  be  made  on  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  paper  (1848),  and  there  was  probably  one 
(and  perhaps  two)  in  or  about  that  year.10  Mr.  Rayner's  letter  mentions  a  pos- 
sible reprint  in  1850  either  at  Washington  or  Philadelphia  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Wall11 
quotes  Chaplain  Roswell  Randall  Hoes,  U.  S.  N.,  historian  of  Kingston,  New 
York,  as  authority  for  the  statement  that  it  was  reprinted  at  Kingston  between 
1850  and  1855  by  Rodney  A.  Chipp,  publisher  of  the  Ulster  Republican.  Chap- 
lain Hoes  was  probably  correct  in  stating  that  Mr.  Chipp  published  one  of  the 

9  Sylvester,  p.  144-148. 

10  A  Kingston  writer  says  that  the  reprint  was  made  in  1846  or  1847  by  a  local  printer  on  the 
occasion  of  a  local  celebration,  but  that  it  was  not  widely  sold  (Kingston  Daily  Freeman,  April 
28,  1923).  In  Walpole  Galleries  auction  catalogue  Xo.  355  for  March  3,  1925,  a  copy  is  described 
as  "Ulster  County  Gazette ...  reprint  of  1849,"  and  Mr.  Turnbull  was  a  scholarly  and  accurate 
cataloguer ! 

11  Wall,  p.  15. 
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earliest  issues,  for  he  was  an  old  friend  of  Mr.  Chipp's  son,  who  gave  him  an 
account  of  the  making  of  the  reprint.  He  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  Chipp 
reproduction  was  the  first  ever  made  but  if  we  give  credence  to  the  Rayner  letter, 
we  must  give  Mr.  Chipp  no  better  than  second  or  perhaps  third  honors.  Mr. 
Joseph  Gavit,  Senior  Librarian  of  the  New  York  State  Library,  in  a  letter  of 
March  24,  1930,  to  the  present  writer,  has  the  following  to  say  on  this  subject : 

"With  regard  to  Chaplain  Hoes'  statement  that  the  first  reprint  was  issued  in 
1849  by  Rodney  Chipp,  let  me  say  that  we  have  here  [in  the  New  York  State 
Library]  a  file  of  the  Ulster  Republican,  which  I  have  searched  in  vain  for  any 
allusion  to  such  a  reprint  in  1849  or  1850.  What  the  truth  may  be  about  a  reprint 
appearing  in  1825  we  shall  probably  never  know,  but,  the  Ulster  Republican  of 
March  21,  1849,  carries  (p.  2,  col.  5)  an  article  on  the  'Press  of  Ulster  County,' 
in  which  no  mention  appears  of  such  a  reprint.  It  is  in  reply  to  an  article  in  the 
New  York  Tribune  which  had  mentioned  1828  as  the  date  of  the  earliest  Ulster 
County  Paper.  Perhaps  Chipp  produced  the  reprint  to  prove  his  case,  but  doesn't 
mention  it.  Which  is  of  course  conclusive  neither  one  way  nor  the  other,  but  if 
such  a  reprint  then  existed,  the  Tribune  would  have  known  of  it,  don't  vou 
think?" 

Though  it  seems  probable  that  reprints  appeared  in  1825,  perhaps  in  1848,  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Gazette,  or  in  1850,*  copies  of  these 
issues  have  not  been  positively  identified.  It  is  quite  probable,  however,  that  the 
No.  1  of  the  present  list  is  the  reprint  which  appeared  about  1847-1850.  It  is  on 
soft,  old  rag  paper  of  the  period  and  is  the  most  accurate  copy  of  the  original  so 
far  discovered.  The  present  writer  has,  however,  been  able  to  assign  the  date 
1857  to  the  variant  which  the  late  Chaplain  Hoes  thought  to  be  the  first  and 
which  he  tentatively  dated  1850-1855.  This  is  the  issue  numbered  2  and  3,  re- 
spectively, in  the  check-lists  of  the  Library  of  Congress  and  the  American  Anti- 
quarian Society  and  is  probably  the  second  Kingston  reprint.  (Our  No.  6.) 

This  issue  of  the  Gazette  has  the  correct  italic  head,  with  the  added  words : 
"[Copy  right  secured]"  in  the  upper  right  hand  corner  of  its  first  page,  the  left 
hand  bracket  being  slightly  aslant.  The  New  York  Public  Library  owns  several 
copies  of  this  familiar  reprint,  one  with  a  contemporary  inscription  dated  1860 
on  its  margin.  One  of  them  has  attached  to  it  the  original  three-page  undated 
folder,  reproduced  here  in  full,  offering  copies  of  this  issue  for  sale. 

A  careful  study  of  this  folder  will  tell  us  several  things  and  perhaps  tend  to 
prove  this  to  be  the  reprint  made  by  Rodney  A.  Chipp  of  Kingston  in  the  fifties. 
To  begin  with,  the  circular  was  issued,  not  by  the  publisher  but  by  a  distributor, 
perhaps  one  of  many  who  handled  the  reprint.  His  name  was  John  J.  Dyer  and  he 
appears  in  the  Boston  directory  of  1858  as  being  in  the  business  of  selling  "books 
and  papers,"  in  other  words,  probably  a  combination  bookseller  and  newsdealer, 
perhaps  a  wholesale  distributor.  He  operated  under  the  name  of  John  J.  Dyer  & 
Co.,  the  "Co."  being  William  H.  Simpson  and  Joseph  E.  Merrill.  The  firm 
appeared  at  this  address  for  the  first  time  in  1858  and  remained  there  through 

*  Hon.  A.  T.  Clearwater,  in  the  letter  mentioned  earlier,  states  that  there  were  issues  in  1824  and 
1836  but  these  dates  have  not  been  authenticated. 
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the  sixties.  They  sold  the  reprint  wholesale  only,  at  15  copies  by  mail  for  $1.00 
or  100  copies  by  express  for  $5.00.  The  circular  also  states  that  McXally  &  Co.  of 
Chicago,  and  Charles  Lyman  Allen,  of  112  Hudson  Street,  Boston,  were  retail 
distributors.  The  Boston  directory  states  that  Allen  was  a  lamplighter  and  so, 
of  course,  was  about  the  streets  a  great  deal  of  the  time,  probably  knew  almost 
everybody  he  met  and  had  many  opportunities  to  sell  a  Gazette  as  he  journeyed 
from  lamp  to  lamp  —  just  as  "Joseph  Russell,  76"  the  old  Revolutionary  soldier 
who  was  Rochester's  lamplighter  in  the  early  days,  found  time  to  act  also  as  town 
crier,  bill  poster  and  poet  laureate  of  the  frontier  village. 

As  Dyer  was  not  at  the  address  given  in  the  circular  before  1858  and  as  Allen 
was  at  112  Hudson  Street  only  during  the  years  1859  and  1860,  we  can  be  sure 
that  the  circular,  at  least,  appeared  during  the  two  latter  years.  This  circular 
quotes  notices  from  several  publications  commending  its  publishers  for  issuing 
the  reprint  of  the  Gazette.  The  first  three  notices  are  from  Rochester,  New  York, 
papers  and  at  least  one  of  the  writers  seemed  to  have  the  idea  that  the  advertise- 
ments in  the  Gazette  dated  from  Rochester,  referred  to  firms  in  his  own  home 
town,  entirely  forgetting  that  the  present  Rochester  was  not  founded  until  a  dozen 
years  later,  and  evidently  not  being  familiar  with  the  town  of  Rochester  in  Ulster 
County. 

The  circular  also  reprints  a  notice  from  Emerson's  Magazine  and  Putnam's 
Monthly.  After  some  search  this  original,  brief  article  has  been  found  in  that 
magazine,  vol.  5,  October,  1857,  p.  538-539.  It  begins:  "A  few  months  ago, 
while  some  laborers  were  engaged  in  the  demolition  of  a  house,  in  Kingston, 
Ulster  County,  New  York  [the  italicized  words  are  omitted  in  the  circular  for 
some  reason  best  known  to  its  publisher]  they  discovered  beneath  the  lath  and 
plaster  of  its  wall,  a  copy  in  good  preservation,  of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette,  of 
Saturday,  January  4,  1800  . . ."  As  this  notice  appeared  in  Emerson's  in  October, 
1857,  and  refers  to  an  event  which  happened  "a  few  months  ago,"  it  is  reasonable 
to  fix  1857  as  the  date  of  discovery  of  one  "original"  as  well  as  the  date  of  the 
reprint,  which  was  certainly  on  sale  by  October  of  that  year,  when  Emerson's 
Magazine  was  published. 

The  article  in  Emerson's  goes  on  to  say  that  "Some  enterprising  citizens, 
[probably  of  Kingston,  as  the  original  was  discovered  there]  thinking  that  a 
relic  so  interesting,  deserved  to  be  perpetuated  and  reproduced,  have  gone  to  the 
expense  of  causing  an  exact  fac  simile  of  the  paper,  to  be  prepared  for  general 
distribution  and  sale."  Now,  if  the  local  printer,  Chipp,  had  already  made  a  fac- 
simile in  1850-1855  as  Chaplain  Hoes  thought,  there  would  still  be  plenty  of 
copies  available  and  no  excuse  for  this  careful  attempt  at  a  facsimile.  If  there 
had  been  no  reproduction  in  a  quarter  of  a  century,  however,  the  discovery  of  the 
original  in  1857  might  well  have  aroused  enough  local  interest  to  induce  the 
owner  of  the  original  and  Rodney  A.  Chipp  of  the  Ulster  Republican  to  make  and 
market  the  new  facsimile. 

But  what  happened  to  this  "original"?  And  whose  were  the  eyes  and  fingers 
that  passed  judgment  on  the  appearance  and  feel  of  its  type  and  paper  ? 
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The  article  in  Emerson's  continues :  "To  this  end,  types  have  been  cast  precisely 
similar  to  those  employed  by  the  Ulster  Comity  Gazette,  and  the  press  generally 
at  the  date  designated,  and  paper  of  the  same  texture  and  color  with  the  original 
copy,  has  been  manufactured  for  the  present  reprint,  that  the  likeness  might  be 
complete."  It  will  be  noted  that  this  reproduction  was  reset  from  type  and  was 
not  a  facsimile  of  the  original.  This  is  true  of  all  the  so-called  facsimiles  —  they 
were  either  set  up  from  type  or  are  photo-mechanical  facsimiles  of  fairly  recent 
type-set  copies  of  lost  originals.  One  of  them  is  a  photo-mechanical  facsimile 
of  this  1857  edition,  printed  on  brittle,  brown  wood-pulp  paper  and  "Presented 
with  the  compliments  of  Simpson,  Crawford  and  Simpson,"  a  women's  furnish- 
ings store,  whose  advertisements  adorn  the  margins.  This  firm  was  located  at 
Sixth  Avenue,  19th  and  20th  Streets,  New  York,  between  the  years  1880-1901, 
according  to  the  city  directory,  which  shows  the  recent  origin  of  this  issue. 

At  least  one  edition  of  the  Gazette  was  peddled  from  door  to  door,  as  we  know 
from  a  handbill  which  we  reproduce,  apparently  issued  before  1876.12  It  begins  : 
"The  oldest  paper!  A  relic  of  1799  [neither  statement  true!]  Death  of  Wash- 
ington !  Slavery  in  New  York,  etc.,"  and  ends :  "Can  only  be  obtained  from  our 
authorized  travelling  agents,  as  a  limited  number  will  be  exposed  for  sale  in  all 
the  cities  and  towns  in  the  United  States."  No  wonder  the  Ulster  County  Gazette 
"covers  the  country  like  the  dew !" 

The  Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia  in  1876  was  responsible  for  the 
revived  interest  in  the  Revolution,  in  Washington,  and  in  our  history  generally. 
There  were  several  reprints  of  the  famous  Gazette  this  year  and  probably  each 
printer  disposed  of  tens  of  thousands  of  copies.  One  printer,  perhaps  Walter 
Gilliss,  who  we  know  did  issue  the  Gazette  for  sale  at  the  Centennial,  had  a  regular 
contract  for  supplying  them  for  sale  on  the  exposition  grounds  and  they  were 
distributed  as  souvenirs  by  the  armful.13  His  reproduction  had  the  vertical  head 
and  was  printed  on  very  thin,  tough,  dark-brown  paper.  This  edition  has  paren- 
theses instead  of  brackets  around  the  volume  and  page  numbers  on  the  first  page. 
It  was  stereotyped  and  reached  over  100,000  copies,  at  five  cents  each.  In  the 
early  '80s  the  stereotyped  plates  were  again  used14  and,  after  passing  through 
several  hands,  were  offered  for  sale  in  Printer's  Ink  and  finally  passed  into  the 
hands  of  a  Washington  curio  dealer.  The  following  is  the  publisher's  own  in- 
teresting picture  of  the  difficulties  of  making  a  reprint  of  the  Gazette.15 

"One  of  the  orders  which  specially  claimed  our  younger  brother's  [Morton 
Melville  Gilliss]  attention  [in  1876]  was  the  making  of  an  edition  of  a  facsimile 
reprint  of  'The  Ulster  County  Gazette'  published  in  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  January  4, 

12  The  handbill  states  that  a  copy  of  the  Gazette  fell  into  the  printer's  hands  "some  ten  years  ago." 
If  this  is  the  same  copy  described  in  the  1857  circular,  the  present  handbill  would  be  dated  1867, 
which  it  might  well  be  from  the  style  of  type.  This  would  account  for  one  of  the  variants  of  the 
bracketed  copyright  edition  which  is  so  numerous.  Dr.  Wilberforce  Eames  agrees  with  the  present 
writer  in  believing  this  theory  plausible. 

13  Bowdoin,  W.  G.  The  origin  and  rise  of  the  Gilliss  Press.  (New  York  Times  Saturday  Review 
of  Books.  New  York,  June  20,  1903,  p.  441.)  Brief  account  of  printing  of  Gilliss  edition  of  the 
Gazette.  For  fuller  account  see  Gilliss,  p.  31-34. 

14  Kingston  Daily  Freeman,  April  28,  1923. 

15  Gilliss,  p.  31-34. 
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1800,  containing  an  'Ode  on  the  death  of  General  Washington';  the  two  inner 
pages  of  which  were  made  impressive  and  mourn ful-looking  by  the  inversion  of 
the  column  rules  (as  is  sometimes  done  nowadays  when  a  President  dies ),  with 
the  addition  of  a  black  border  three-eighths  of  an  inch  wide  around  three  sides  of 
each  inside  page. 

"To  print  this  paper  in  facsimile,  it  was  necessary  to  secure  an  old  font  of  type, 
and  as  Messrs.  Vanderburgh,  Wells  &  Co.,  who  had  sold  us  our  first  'real'  press 
were  among  the  most  ancient  of  the  dealers  in  printing  materials  in  this  city,  they 
were  appealed  to,  and  it  was  found  that  in  their  storage  room,  there  lay  an  old 
font  of  long  Primer  Caslon  Old  Style,  covered  with  the  dust  of  years,  which 
matched  the  type  used  in  the  earlier  issue  of  the  'Gazette'  and  that  this  font  con- 
tained the  necessary  special  characters.  And  so,  for  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  they 
were  prevailed  upon  to  loan  us  the  type  for  the  setting  of  the  'Gazette,'  for, 
although  during  1876  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  copies  of  the  facsimile  were 
sold,  the  initial  order  was  for  only  ten  thousand,  and  the  prospective  profits  on 
such  an  edition  did  not  warrant  the  purchase  of  a  font  of  type. 

"It  was  in  the  setting  of  this  paper  that  the  writer,  who  was  then  inexperienced 
in  many  things  in  the  printing  business,  discovered  that  all  things  with  the  same 
designation  were  not  uniform. 

"Type-high  being  a  definite  standard,  and  wood  rule  being  said  to  be  type- 
high,  it  seemed  fair  to  assume  that  the  height  would  be  identical,  but  when  the 
heavy  wood  rules  were  placed  in  the  pages  of  the  'Gazette'  it  was  found  that  they 
stood  well  above  the  face  of  the  type.  As  the  wood  of  which  the  rules  were  made 
was  very  hard,  and  the  tools  at  hand  not  suited  to  the  work,  it  was  a  difficult 
problem  to  equalize  the  height  but  it  was  finally  accomplished ;  but  when  the 
electrotypes  of  the  pages  came  from  the  foundry  lo,  and  behold !  the  rules  were 
about  as  much  too  low,  as  they  had  previously  been  too  high ;  for  the  wood  rules 
had  yielded  under  the  pressure  of  the  wax  in  the  moulding,  while  the  type  had  not. 

"These  facsimile  'Gazettes'  were  sold  largely  at  the  Centennial  Exposition  at 
Philadelphia  in  1876.  But  for  many  years  thereafter,  orders  were  received  for  a 
few  thousands  at  a  time,  which  were  sold  at  the  centennial  celebrations  of  many 
Revolutionary  battlefields." 

A  rival  edition,  frankly  set  up  from  modern  type,  has  the  following  two  lines 
printed  below  the  text  of  the  first  page :  "Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress, 
in  the  year  1876,  by  Mooney  &  Young,  in  the  office  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress, 
at  Washington,  D.  C.  /  Agents  and  newsdealers  can  be  supplied  at  1302  Girard 
Ave.,  Phila.,  Pa."  This  issue  was  printed  on  brittle,  brown,  fairly  heavy  paper. 
Another  rival  printed  his  caption  above  the  heading  of  the  paper :  "1800.  1876.  / 
For  the  Centennial  year.  —  A  copy  of  the  original.  /  C.  H.  De  Camp,  Publisher, 
155  Washington  St.,  Rooms  12  and  13."  One  facsimile  of  this  period  was 
advertised  by  "A  Phelps,  Station  D.  (Bible  House)  N.  Y."  in  a  poster  (12  x  18 
inches)  which  we  reproduce.  Still  another  issue  appeared  in  the  pages  of  The 
National  Centennial  Bulletin  of  America.  Philadelphia:  Wilson,  Keith  &  Co., 
1876,  48  p.,  illus.  f  °.  A  first  edition  of  50,000  copies  was  published  and  there 
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were  several  reprints,  copies  selling  unbound  for  50  cents,  in  muslin  for  $1.00 
or  in  half  morocco  for  $1.25.  The  Gazette  was  reproduced  at  p.  [31-34]  and  has 
appeared  as  a  separate,  either  issued  as  such  or  extracted  from  the  bulletin.  On 
p.  48  of  the  bulletin  is  an  advertisement:  "A  German  edition  of  25,000  copies 
and  a  French  edition  of  15,000  copies  of  this  book  are  now  in  press,  and  will  be 
issued  about  the  25th  of  July  [1876].  Price  in  paper  binding,  75  cents,  muslin, 
$1.00,  half  morocco,  $1.25."  The  present  writer  has  seen  neither  of  these  edi- 
tions, but  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Gazette  reproduction  was  translated  into 
either  language.  The  advertisement  solicits  agents  in  every  town  and  county  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Mr.  Brigham  gives  one  explanation  for  the  large  number  of  different  fac- 
similes which  appeared  about  1876  and  later,  in  the  tradition  that  apprentice 
and  amateur  printers  of  that  period  were  in  the  habit  of  setting  up  the  Ulster 
County  Gazette  as  a  test  of  their  abilities  as  compositors,  just  as  their  mothers 
and  grandmothers  made  samplers  to  show  their  skill  as  needlewomen. 

Since  the  Centennial,  interest  in  the  old  paper  has  never  lagged  and  every  few 
years  a  new  edition  comes  out,  most  of  them  printed  in  frankly  modern  type,  on 
brittle,  machine-made  wood-pulp  paper.  The  story  of  the  sale  of  one  of  the 
reprints  is  interestingly  told  by  "Linus"  in  the  New  York  Sun,  October  22,  1929, 
as  follows : 

"I  have  seen  hundreds  of  the  so-called  facsimile  copies  all  at  one  time,  and  the 
time,  place  and  occasion  might  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  this  page.  The 
time,  1877  or  1878, 1  am  not  certain  which. 

"The  place,  a  large  field  up  in  O'Reilly  street  at  the  edge  of  the  city  of  Kings- 
ton. The  occasion,  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  some  revolutionary  event  of 
particular  interest  to  that  locality. 

"I  was  then  a  boy  of  seven  or  eight,  and  lived  seven  miles  from  Kingston.  My 
father  took  my  older  brother  and  me  to  the  celebration.  I  have  a  vivid  memory 
of  the  big  parade  up  Broadway,  soldiers,  some  dressed  in  old  Continental  uni- 
forms, fire  companies  with  hook  and  ladder  trucks,  and  the  old  hand  pump  fire 
engines  —  members  of  secret  organizations,  particularly  that  of  the  Masons  with 
their  white  aprons  that  appealed  to  my  boyish  sense  of  humor  and  a  long  line  of 
carriages  —  I  think  they  called  them  barouches  —  filled  with  the  orators  and 
distinguished  guests  of  the  occasion. 

"The  parade  wound  up  at  the  vacant  lot  above  mentioned,  the  orators  orated, 
we  all  ate  sandwiches  and  drank  lemonade,  everybody  got  a  copy  of  the  Ulster 
County  Gazette,  which  were  sold  very  cheaply,  and  everybody  went  home  tired 
and  happy." 

We  find  one  variation  published  in  the  eighties  and  nineties  by  the  Daily  News 
of  Frederick,  Maryland.  Its  story,  written  in  a  personal  letter  by  Mr.  Folger 
McKinsey,  of  the  Baltimore  Sun,  is  interesting  and  we  quote  it,  from  a  copy 
owned  by  the  American  Antiquarian  Society : 

"The  newspaper  office  at  which  the  little  paper  was  printed  was  that  of  the 
Daily  News  at  Frederick,  Md.  I  cannot  remember  the  name  of  the  little  fellow 
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who  brought  us  the  plates,  but  I  do  remember  the  circumstance  that  he  had  had  the 
plates  electrotyped  from  photographs  taken  from  a  bona  fide  copy  of  the  Ulster 
County  Gazette  that  had  either  come  into  his  own  possession  or  had  been  loaned 
to  him. 

"The  owner  of  the  Frederick  News  at  the  time  we  began  printing  the  little 
sheet  for  him  was  the  late  William  T.  Delaplaine.  whose  sons,  William  and 
Robert,  still  own  and  run  the  paper.  The  elder  Delaplaine  had  two  brothers-in- 
law  —  George  and  Edward  Birely  —  who  owned  an  old  tan  yard  established 
many  years  ago  by  their  father  and  located  on  East  Patrick  street  in  Frederick. 
It  was  Mr.  Delaplaine's  idea  to  take  a  bunch  of  ordinary  news  print  cut  to  the  size 
of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette  and  soak  it  in  one  of  the  tan  vats  in  order  to  give 
it  the  appearance  of  age.  After  the  paper  was  taken  from  the  vats  it  was  spread 
in  the  sun  and  dried,  and  then  the  printing  went  merrily  along. 

"The  little  fellow  came  around  regularly  every  year  to  the  Fair  at  Frederick, 
and  also  covered  fairs,  carnivals,  pageants  and  public  events  of  that  kind  all  the 
way  from  Pennsylvania  down  to  Texas,  and  my  recollection  is  that  he  died  in 
Texas  shortly  before  the  Spanish  war  in  1898.  I  had  known  him  since  about 
1888,  a  period  of  ten  years.  We  printed  his  paper  for  him  in  ten  thousand  lots 
and  shipped  them  to  whatever  points  he  designated.  I  remember  that  he  used  to 
sell  the  papers  for  a  nickel  apiece,  and  that  for  as  long  as  I  knew  him  it  was  his 
only  source  of  income." 

Another  variation  was  published  in  an  edition  of  4,000  copies  in  Decatur, 
Illinois,  in  1904  and  still  another  was  printed  in  1906  in  the  same  city  by  a  Negro 
tramp  printer  who  sold  several  thousand  copies  to  the  merchants  of  the  town  who 
placed  a  copy  in  each  package  of  goods  sold.16  Mr.  W.  W.  Nisbet,  12  South 
Broadway,  Saint  Louis,  sold  a  vertical  heading  variant  a  few  years  ago  on  thick 
fairly  soft  brown  paper.  A  copy  of  this  issue  reached  the  Library  in  1915  but  it 
may  have  been  published  a  little  earlier.  The  dealer's  name,  address  and  an- 
nouncement appear  on  a  typed  slip  accompanying  the  paper.  Still  another  variant 
was  copyrighted  in  1882,  and  S.  Nickerson  thought  enough  of  it  to  copyright 
it  in  1896.  A  very  corrupt  version  which  makes  no  pretense  at  being  a  facsimile 
and  which  has  a  portrait  of  Washington  in  column  2,  page  1,  was  copyrighted 
and  printed  on  modern  cheap  yellowish  paper  by  Back  Number  Budd,  1280 
Broadway.  New  York,  about  1894-1895,  these  being  the  only  years  in  which 
he  had  a  Broadway  address.  A  reissue  of  this  from  the  same  plates  or  stereotyped 
copies  of  them,  but  omitting  the  copyright  entry  on  the  imprint  line,  was  printed 
on  regular  modern  white  news  print  paper  and  sold  for  ten  cents  at  the  Kingston 
Book  Store  in  1917,  and  is  probably  still  on  sale  there.  Mr.  J.  G.  Bill  of  Willi- 
mantic,  Connecticut,  printed  an  edition  on  his  father's  press  "several  years  ago" 
but  there  was  none  left  in  stock  in  1916.  Another  recent  edition  was  published 
by  Goad-Ballinger  Post  No.  69,  American  Legion,  Springfield,  Missouri,  in 
1923,  to  be  sold  to  other  Legion  posts  at  1 2^4  cents  each  or  to  the  public  at  25 


16  Quaife,  p.  75. 


THE  ULSTER  COUNTY  GAZETTE 


19 


cents  each.17  New  copies  are  selling  every  day  for  ten  cents  and  old  copies  (worth 
ten  cents)  are  being  valued  every  day  at  a  hundred  dollars  by  their  owners. 

The  following  entry  from  a  catalogue  of  the  former  New  York  bookseller. 
A.  S.  Clark,  expresses  the  point  of  view  of  the  initiated  so  well  that  it  will  serve 
admirably  as  a  conclusion  to  this  essay : 

"Old  Newspapers.  Ulster  Countv  Gazette.  Published  at  Kingston,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  4,  1800   $964.37 

"The  lie  which  goes  with  this  is  as  follows  : 

'This  paper  was  found  in  Grandpaw's  trunk,  wrapped  around  his  pocket  Bible. 
Grandpaw  was  offered  two  thousand  dollars  onct  for  this  paper,  but  it  made  him 
so  indignant  he  could  not  sneeze  for  six  months,  tho'  he  had  the  hay-fever. 
Grandpaw  thought  more  of  this  paper  than  he  did  of  his  pet  calf  Jane,  which  was 
named  after  Grandmaw.  We  would  not  part  with  it  only  that  we  are  going  to 
move  in  a  flat  and  we  need  the  room.'  " 

CHECK  LIST  OF  ISSUES 

This  list  does  not  attempt  to  show  all  known  variants,  for  it  is  based  almost 
entirely  on  the  collections  of  The  New  York  Public  Library  (has  34  copies  of  31 
different  issues),  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  (has  68  copies  of  31  issues) 
and  the  Library  of  Congress  (has  45  copies  of  25  issues).  Other  notable  collec- 
tions of  reprints  of  the  Gazette  will  be  found  in  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 
New  York  State  Library,  V assar  College  Library,  Wisconsin,  Connecticut,  and 
Massachusetts  Historical  Societies,  and  in  the  libraries  of  Yale  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago,  as  well  as  a  few  variants  in  virtually  every  library  and  his- 
torical museum  in  the  country. 

The  following  brief  checklist  makes  no  attempt  to  study  the  typographical 
errors  of  the  many  editions  and  issues  or  to  include  more  than  a  selection  of 
them.  Only  enough  changes  in  typography  are  noted  to  aid  in  identifying  the 
various  editions,  though  dozens  of  other  typographical  errors  could  be  found  in 
almost  every  issue.  It  does  aim  to  show,  photographically,  the  variations  in  the 
numerous  types  of  headings,  with  brief  notes  as  to  publisher  and  date  when 
available.  For  a  more  searching  study  of  the  many  small  points  of  variation  we 
must  wait  until  we  can  have  in  published  form  the  results  of  the  painstaking 
study  of  Mr.  Joseph  Gavit  of  the  New  York  State  Library. 

The  following  arrangement  is  arbitrary,  though  the  attempt  has  been  made  to 
group  like  issues  together.  The  numbers  assigned  in  the  previous  lists  of  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society  and  the  Library  of  Congress  are  here  given  in 
parentheses. 

ITALIC  TITLE 
I* 

1.  (AAS  4;  LC  3)  Title  in  Caslon  old  style  italic  caps;  Published  in  imprint 
spelled  with  lower  case  /  for  old  style  s;  Vol.  and  Num.  in  brackets ;  break  in  top 

17  Kingston  Daily  Freeman,  April  28,  1923. 

*  Roman  numbers  indicate  differences  in  style  in  title  and  general  make-up. 
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line  above  title  and  line  below  title  balf  inch  from  right  end  ;  soft  gray-brown  rag 
paper.  [Tentatively  dated  1848-1850.]  NYPL,  gift  of  Harry  F.  Marks,  Inc. ; 

LC  ( ?) ;  R.  W.  G.  Vail. 

2.  Same,  on  thicker,  lighter  brown  paper.  Considerably  later  than  1.  NYPL; 
AAS. 

3.  Same,  on  much  thinner,  darker  brown,  more  transparent  paper.  Consid- 
erably later  than  2,  the  paper  probably  not  rag  paper.  NYPL. 

4.  (AAS  5)  Same,  modern  reproduction  on  thin,  dark  brown  wood  pulp 
paper;  has  4  of  imprint  date  under  A  instead  of  under  M  as  in  1.  AAS. 

5.  Same  as  4,  on  white  wood  pulp  paper;  but  has  in  upper  right  corner  p.  1, 
above  title,  the  words :  Price  25  cents.  NYPL. 

II 

Note:  Nos.  6-10  [  1857]'  from  same  set-up  of  type  or  plates  from  this  set-up. 

6.  (AAS  3  ;  LC  2)  Same  as  1,  except  "  [copyright  secured.] "  is  added  in  upper 
right  corner,  p.  1,  above  title,  the  left  bracket  slanting,  p.  2,  col.  2,  first  horizontal 
rule  has  thick  horizontal  line  y&  in.  long  at  lower  left  corner ;  p.  2,  defect  in  border 
in  lower  left  corner;  p.  3,  middle  vertical  rule  has  no  notch  at  bottom.  One 
NYPL  copy  has  attached  the  3  p.  circular  of  John  J.  Dyer,  described  elsewhere, 
which  dates  this  issue  1857.  Second  NYPL  copy  has  inscription  at  top  in  con- 
temporary hand,  dated  1860,  or  possibly  1868.  NYPL. 

7.  Same,  p.  2,  col.  2,  first  horizontal  rule  has  wedge-shaped  mark  at  lower  left 
corner ;  but  no  notch  at  bottom  p.  3,  middle  vertical  rule.  NYPL. 

8.  Same,  p.  2,  col.  2,  first  horizontal  rule  has  wedge-shaped  mark  at  lower  left 
corner ;  p.  3,  middle  vertical  rule  has  notch  at  bottom.  AAS. 

9.  Same,  p.  2,  col.  2,  first  horizontal  rule  has  thin  horizontal  line  l/i  in.  long 
at  lower  left  corner;  p.  3,  middle  vertical  rule  has  notch  at  bottom.  Some  copies 
(NYPL)  have  dealers'  stamp  of  "B.  F.  Jaques  &  Co.,  Dealers  in  newspapers  .  .  . 
121  Broad  Street,  Richmond,  Va.,"  in  space  at  right  of  Washington  poem,  p.  3. 
Others  (NYPL)  have,  at  right  of  title,  dealer's  stamp  of  "J-  W.  Evans',  News- 
paper, Magazine  and  Cheap  Book-Store,  10  Pearl  Street,  Richmond,  Va.," 
proving  this  to  be  a  Southern  edition.  Evans  appears  in  the  Richmond  directorv 
for  1855  to  1859.  NYPL;  AAS. 

10.  Same,  page  2,  col.  2,  first  horizontal  rule  has  mark  like  inverted  comma 
at  its  lower  left  corner;  p.  3,  middle  vertical  rule  has  notch  at  bottom.  NYPL; 
AAS;LC. 

11.  Same,  modern  photo-mechanical  reproduction  of  6  on  heavier,  stiff er, 
grayer  paper,  with  very  heavy  type  impression.  This  edition  printed  on  a  rotary 
press,  as  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  first  three  lines  of  p.  1  and  4  of  the  next  copy 
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to  be  printed  appear  on  the  upper  margins  of  p.  2  and  3  of  the  NYSL  copv  (see 
illustration) .  NYPL ;  AAS ;  NYSL. 

12.  Same,  but  a  photo-mechanical  reproduction  on  brown  wood  pulp  paper. 
At  the  bottom  of  p.  1  we  read:  "Fac  simile  of  'The  Ulster  County  Gazette'  Jan. 
4,  1800.  /  Presented  with  the  Compliments  of  /  Simpson,  Crawford  &  Simpson, 
/  6th  Ave.,  19th  and  20th  streets,  New  York."  Their  advertisements  are  printed 
on  the  margins  of  all  four  pages  of  the  facsimile.  This  firm  appeared  in  the  New 
York  directory  for  the  first  time  in  1880  and  continued  under  the  same  firm  name 
until  1901.  It  is  probable  that  this  reproduction  appeared  between  1880  and 
1890.  NYPL. 

Ill 

13.  (AAS  7 ;  LC  6)  Title  in  different  and  heavier  type.  On  soft,  white  paper. 
Page  1,  the  italicized  words  "  (Fac-simile) "  below  the  line  dividing  columns  1  and 
2.  AAS  (imperfect)  ;  LC. 

14.  Same,  printed  on  brown,  thick,  brittle  paper.  Page  1,  col.  2,  the  hand 
pointing  right  is  larger  (}i  in.  long)  than  in  No.  13  (3/16  in.  long).  NYPL. 

15.  (LC  14)  Similar  to  14  but  word  Published  in  imprint  has  lower  case  /  for 
s;  upper  right  hand  corner  above  title  reads :  "[Copyrighted  by  S.  Nickerson.]" 
LC  copy  bears  copyright  stamp  dated  September  3,  1896.  LC. 

IV 

16.  (AAS  6;  LC  20)  Similar  to  15  but  words  Published  and  Ulster,  in  im- 
print, have  old  fashioned  ^  and  following  letter  as  a  ligature.  Imprint  line  larger 
type  than  in  the  average  reproduction ;  there  are  no  parentheses  around  name  of 
county,  which  is  followed  by  N.  Y '.,  as  in  no  other  reproduction.  Contains  no 
copyright  notice.  LC ;  NYPL  and  AAS  (photostat  prints) ;  NYSL. 

V 

17.  (LC  8)  Similar  to  1,  but  title  is  longer  and  set  in  larger,  slimmer  type. 
Words  Published  and  Ulster  in  title  have  old  fashioned  ^  and  following  letter  as 
a  ligature,  thus  following  the  original  heading  of  the  paper  more  carefully  than 
any  other  reprint.  NYPL ;  LC. 

VI 

18.  Early  reprint  on  soft,  pliable  wood  pulp  paper.  Type  face  of  title  differs 
from  all  others.  Word  Published  in  imprint  uses  /  for  s.  Copy  examined  has  on 
upper  margin  presentation  inscription  dated  1866.  Dr.  Wilber force  Eames. 

19.  (AAS  2)  Similar  to  18  but  somewhat  different  type  face  in  title.  Dis- 
tinguishing point  of  this  issue  is  that  it  is  numbered  8  instead  of  the  correct  88. 
Ordinary  lower  case  ^  used  in  Published.  AAS. 
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20.  ( AAS  8)  Similar  to  18  and  19,  but  has  lower  case  s  in  Published,  number 
88  correctly  used,  and  words  "[Copy  Right  Secured.]"  added  at  upper  right, 
above  title.  AAS. 

VII 

21.  Title  differs  in  type  style  from  all  preceding  issues,  the  Ts  and  Ys  having 
"tails  to  'em."  Words  "[Copy  right  secured.]"  appear  in  upper  right  corner 
above  title,  with  both  brackets  straight.  Page  1,  col.  1,  last  line  ends:  "of  the 
treaty  of."  Printed  on  thick,  coarse,  dark  brown  modern  paper.  NYPL ;  NYSL. 

22.  Same,  probably  from  same  plates,  but  with  gouge  in  upper  right  corner 
of  border  of  p.  3  ;  and  printed  on  lighter  weight,  semi-transparent  brown  paper, 
same  color  as  that  used  in  2 1 .  AAS. 

23.  (LC  11 )  Title  uses  Y  similar  to  21  and  22  but  larger.  Has  no  copyright 
notice  or  publisher's  name.  LC. 

24.  (AAS  9)  Same  as  above,  except  that  following  line  appears  at  upper  left 
above  title :  "[Republished  by  Mrs.  David  Crispen,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.]"  AAS. 

ROMAN  TITLE 
VIII 

25.  (AAS  14,  LC  1 )  Title  in  Caslon  old  style  Roman  caps.  Word  Published 
in  imprint  has  old  fashioned  s  and  h  as  a  ligature ;  volume  and  number  in  brackets ; 
p.  1,  column  1,  last  line :  eminent;  p.  1,  col.  3,  line  1 :  personal ;  p.  3,  col.  2,  line  1 : 
sung;  p.  1,  col.  2  measures  13  7 /ia  in.  long.  The  Library  of  Congress  list  notes 
34  typographical  errors  in  this  issue.  AAS  ;  LC. 

26.  (LC  5)  Same  as  25,  except  that  col.  2  measures  13  Vie  in-  long.  LC. 

27.  Photo-mechanical  copy  of  the  type  of  25-26.  Modern  reprint  on  thick, 
brittle,  brown  wood  pulp  paper.  Xo  rule  between  John  Ramsay  and  next  line, 
p.  1,  col.  4,  this  having  been  lost  in  making  the  reproduction.  Page  1,  col.  2 
measures  13^  in.  high.  Advertised  in  New  York  Times,  November  12,  1904, 
at  6  cents  by  Shakespeare  Head  Book  Shop  (W.  W.  Nisbet )  of  St.  Louis,  who 
bought  his  supply  from  "a  man  in  Iowa"  (letter  to  Mr.  H.  M.  Lydenberg).  Nis- 
bet still  had  this  issue  in  stock  inl915  at  which  time  the  Library  bought  one  from 
him  for  10  cents.  Inserted  in  it  was  a  typed  announcement  of  it  as  a  facsimile 
and  "a  very  desirable  souvenir."  NYPL ;  AAS. 

28.  (AAS  10 ;  LC  9)  Similar  to  25,  except  that  p.  3,  col.  2,  line  1,  word  sung 
has  been  corrected  to  read  sun.  On  white,  somewhat  transparent  paper.  NYPL ; 
AAS ;  LC. 

29.  (AAS  13  ;  LC  4)  Later  impression  of  28  on  dark  brown,  thin,  transparent 
paper.  NYPL;  AAS ;  LC. 
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30.  (AAS  15)  Similar  to  29  but  has  comma  after  January  in  date  line;  p.  1, 
col.  3,  personal  correctly  spelled.  NYPL ;  AAS. 

31.  (AAS  11)  Similar  to  25,  except  that  p.  1,  col.  2  measures  13  'Vie  ni- 
long  as  compared  with  13^4  m  25;  bracket  at  left  of  Vol.  II  has  lost  its  foot 
printed  on  somewhat  transparent  white  paper.  NYPL ;  AAS. 

32.  (AAS  12)  Similar  to  31,  but  p.  1,  col.  2  has  no  short  rule  under  the  line : 
New  York,  December  23.  Imprint  line  has  slightly  larger  type  than  in  some 
reprints.  AAS. 

33.  (AAS  17)  New  line  added  after  date  line:  "Copyright,  1889,  by  James 
White  and  C.  E.  Bridges.  Reprinted  by  C.  W.  Bardeen,  Syracuse,  N.  Y."  Larger 
font  of  type  used  than  in  any  previous  edition,  making  p.  1,  col.  2  measure  16^8 
in.  long,  or  about  3  in.  longer  than  the  average  reprint.  AAS. 

34.  (LC  7)  Similar  to  25,  except  that  lower  case  /  is  used  in  Published  in  im- 
print instead  of  old  fashioned  sh  ligature.  Page  1,  col.  2  measures  13%  in.  in 
length.  LC. 

35.  (LC  10)  Identical  with  34  except  that  p.  1,  col.  2  measures  13%  in.  in 
length.  LC. 

36.  (LC  22)  Similar  to  25,  but  has  modern  lower  case  s  in  Published  in  im- 
print. Smaller  type  than  usual  in  imprint  line,  which  measures  only  5j4  hi.  in 
length.  LC. 

37.  Similar  to  36  but  has  small  cap.  instead  of  lower  case  L  in  Ulster  in  title ; 
and  lacks  mourning  rule  on  p.  1,  col.  1.  NYSL. 

IX 

38.  (AAS  16)  Similar  to  36  but  larger  and  different  type  face  used  in  heading 
and  elsewhere  making  the  column  %  hi.  longer.  C  in  County  differs.  Uses 
modern  lower  case  ^  in  Published  in  imprint  and  initial  letter  of  that  word  is 
directly  under  the  s  of  Ulster.  Page  1,  col.  1  begins:  "Uuon  [sic,  i.e.,  Upon] 
the  hour."  A  very  light  type  impression  on  heavy  brown  paper.  NYPL  copy 
dated  1877  in  pencil.   NYPL ;  AAS. 

X 

39.  Similar  to  25  but  different  and  smaller  type  face  and  narrower  columns. 
Letters  of  title  are  3/ie  in.  tall.  Imprint  line  has  lower  case  /  for  ^  in  Published. 
On  brittle,  brown  paper.  NYSL. 

XI 

40.  Title  in  larger  type  (%  in.  high)  than  preceding  issues.  Single  instead  of 
double  rule  under  date  line.  Page  1,  each  type  column  is  11  15/16  in.  high. 
NYPL  (photostat  print) ;  W.  D.  Hise. 
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41.  The  patriot.  [Pittsburg:  Pittsburg  Patriot  Publishing  Corporation, 
1927.]  8  p.,  f°,  consisting  of  cover-title  in  colors:  The  patriot  (title  in  red),  oval 
Stuart  head  of  Washington  with  crossed  flags  behind,  6-line  Contents  within 
border,  and  below:  Price  twenty  five  cents  (verso  of  title  containing  imprint, 
Foreword,  etc. ) ,  [  1-2]  ;  reproduction  of  Ulster  County  Gazette,  January  4,  1800, 
similar  to  40,  [3-6]  ;  short  biography  of  Washington,  with  8  illus.,  [7]  ;  fac- 
simile original  Manuscript  of  Declaration  of  Independence,  [8]  p.  The  Gazette 
is  printed  on  grayish  news  print  paper,  the  covers  which  form  the  balance  of  the 
item  are  printed  on  white  glazed  paper.  The  story  of  the  reprinting  of  the 
Gazette  from  a  supposed  original  then  ( 1927)  on  exhibition  at  the  Brotherhood 
of  Locomotive  Engineers  Co-Operative  National  Bank,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to- 
gether with  a  view  of  the  bank  and  a  "Record  of  achievement,"  appears  on  p.  [2] , 
the  verso  of  the  cover-title.  The  reprint  appears  to  have  been  issued  as  a  means 
of  publicity  and  revenue  for  the  Brotherhood  and  its  bank.  NYPL  (photostat 
print)  ;  AAS. 

42.  Same  type  of  reprint  as  40  and  41,  with  initial  C  like  38,  but  the  ^  in  Pub- 
lished, in  imprint,  is  modern  lower  case;  and  the  &  in  the  firm  name  in  imprint 
is  not  spelled  out  as  in  all  other  reproductions.  Printed,  probably  not  earlier  than 
1910,  on  modern,  brown,  brittle,  wood  pulp  paper.  Set-up  of  type  differs  from 
40  and  41.  NYPL. 

43.  Similar  to  42  but  has,  in  imprint  line,  the  words:  "Copyrighted  Ju[torn] 
27,  1882."  (No  copy  examined.  One  quoted  to  American  Antiquarian  Society 
by  Watson  Nye  of  Mercer,  Maine.) 

XII 

44.  (LC  13)  Title  in  type  face  (3/16  in.  high)  differing  from  preceding  is- 
sues. In  upper  right  corner  of  p.  1,  above  title  is:  "[Copy  Rights  Secured.]," 
with  Rights  in  the  plural ;  at  right  end  of  imprint  line  is  :  "  [Improved.] "  LC  copy 
bears  copyright  stamp  dated  1876.  LC. 

XIII 

45.  (LC  15)  Has,  above  title,  the  words:  Facsimile  of  the.  LC  copy  has 
copyright  stamp  dated  April  17,  1876.  LC. 

XIV 

46.  (LC  16)  Above  the  facsimile  title  appear  the  following  three  lines,  with 
the  date  1800.  at  their  left  and  1876.  at  their  right :  "For  the  Centennial  year.  — 
A  copy  of  the  original.  /  C.  H.  DeCamp,  Publisher,  155  Washington  St.,  Rooms 
12  and  13.  /  Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1876,  by  C.  H. 
DeCamp,  in  the  office  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  at  Washington."  LC  copy  of 
this  Philadelphia  edition  has  copyright  stamp  dated  1876.  LC. 
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XV 

47.  (LC  17)  Above  the  title  appears  the  line:  "Supplement  to  the  Peoria 
Herald-Transcript,  February  23,  1907."  LC  copy  bears  a  receipt  stamp  of  Peri- 
odical Division,  dated  February  26,  1907.  LC. 

Note  :  Preceding  issues  have  brackets  around  volume  and  number  in  date  line. 
Nos.  48-59  have  parentheses  instead  of  brackets. 

Note:  (AAS  18;  LC  12)  Nos.  48-52  are  all  variant  impressions  from  same 
or  duplicate  sets  of  plates  made  from  the  same  set-up  of  type.  This  edition  was 
published  by  Walter  Gilliss  of  New  York  in  1876  for  sale  at  the  Philadelphia 
Centennial.  At  least  100,000  copies  were  printed  then  or  later  from  these  plates. 
See  text  for  details.  The  G  of  Gazette  in  title  has  top  edge  worn  away ;  the  ^  and  h 
of  Published  in  imprint  form  a  ligature ;  there  is  no  mourning  rule  above  New 
York,  p.  1,  col.  2. 

XVI 

48.  Title  has  upper  edge  of  G  in  Gazette  worn  away.  The  final  d  of  Published 
in  imprint  is  perfect ;  the  lower  left  corner  of  lower  border  of  p.  2  is  perfect. 
Printed  on  thin,  tough,  very  transparent,  dark  brown  paper,  through  which  the 
mourning  borders  of  inside  pages  show  more  plainly  than  in  any  other  reprint. 
NYPL;  AAS ;  LC. 

49.  Same,  with  final  d  of  Published  perfect ;  but  %  in.  of  lower  left  corner  of 
lower  border  of  p.  2  missing.  Thin,  light  brown,  fairly  opaque  paper.  AAS. 

50.  Same,  but  d  of  Published  split ;  lower  left  corner  of  border,  p.  2,  missing; 
same  paper.  AAS. 

51.  Same,  but  d  of  Published  has  lower  third  entirely  missing;  lower  left 
corner  of  border,  p.  2,  missing ;  same  paper.  AAS. 

52.  Same,  with  d  of  Published  having  lower  third  missing;  but  lower  left 
corner  of  border,  p.  2,  has  been  restored ;  the  obliterated  words  in  the  two  lines 
above  this  restoration  remain  unchanged,  however,  as  in  previous  impression. 
These  words  were  perfect  in  48,  blurred  in  49  and  50,  worse  in  5 1,  and  completely 
obliterated  in  52,  showing  conclusively  the  sequence  of  impressions.  NYPL. 

XVII 

53.  (AAS  20)  Similar  to  above  group  but  reset  with  no  attempt  at  copying 
original  arrangement  of  material,  four  advertisements  being  omitted  from  p.  4. 
Published  is  spelled  with  a  lower  case  /  for  s;  upper  edge  of  G  in  Gazette  in  title 
not  worn.  NYPL;  AAS. 

XVIII 

54.  (AAS  1)  Title  in  Caslon  old  style  caps  measuring  3/16  in.  in  height. 
Parenthesis  missing  at  right  of  number  88  in  date  line.  At  bottom  of  p.  1,  follow- 
ing text  a  rule  and  two  lines  of  type  are  added:  "Entered  according  to  Act  of 
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Congress,  in  the  year  1876,  by  Mooney  &  Young,  in  the  office  of  the  Librarian 
of  Congress,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  /  Agents  and  news-dealers  can  be  supplied  at 
1302  Girard  Ave.,  Phila.,  Pa."  Printed  on  dark  brown,  very  brittle  wood  pulp 

paper.  AAS. 

55.  (LC  21)  Identical  with  54  in  every  respect,  except  that  word  Facsimile 
appears  in  center,  above  title,  and  words  "[Copy  right  secured.]"  appear  on  same 
line  at  extreme  right.  LC. 

56.  Same,  reset,  with  copyright  notice  in  upper  right  corner  omitted  but  with 
following  in  very  small  type  in  upper  left  corner  above  title:  "[The  following 
four  pages  are  a  fac-simile  of  the  'Ulster  Co.  Gazette.']"  Publisher's  notice  at 
bottom  of  p.  1  of  Xos.  53  and  54.  omitted.  This  reprint  appears  in  "The  Na- 
tional Centennial  Bulletin  of  America."  which  was  copyrighted  1876  by  Wilson, 
Keith  &  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  the  first  edition  of  which  consisted  of  50,000  copies 
in  English,  25,000  in  German  and  15.000  in  French.  Tbe  Gazette  appears  at 
p.  [31-34]  of  this  48  p.,  illus.,  f°  souvenir  booklet.  For  other  details  see  text. 
NYPL. 

XIX 

57.  (AAS  21;  LC  18)  Text  entirely  rearranged  with  Washington  material 
moved  to  p.  1  and  portrait  of  Washington  inserted  in  p.  1,  col.  2.  Has,  in  old 
English  type,  along  fore  margin  of  p.  1 :  "Gen.  Geo.  Washington's  death,  and 
funeral  of  our  first  President,  1800."  Printed  in  two  lines  of  small  type  at  left 
end  of  imprint  line  appears  the  statement :  "Copyright  by  /  Back  Xumber  Budd, 
1280  Broadway,  X.  Y."  This  edition  may  have  been  issued  in  1889,  in  which 
year  he  published  a  reprint  of  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States,  Xew  York,  May 
2,  1789,  or  it  may  have  appeared  in  1894-1895,  the  only  years  in  which  the 
publisher  (a  dealer  in  back  number  newspapers)  appears  in  the  Xew  York  City 
directory  with  a  Broadway  address.  Textual  defects  prove  this  rearranged  re- 
print to  have  been  made  from  some  one  of  Xos.  49-52.  Printed  on  brittle  yellow- 
ish-brown wood  pulp  paper.   XYPL ;  AAS ;  LC. 

58.  Same,  printed  on  dark  brown,  brittle,  wood  pulp  paper.  XYPL. 

59.  (AAS  22)  Same,  printed  from  plates  copied  from  57,  but  omitting  the 
copyright  notice  at  left  of  imprint.  Copy  bought  at  Kingston  Book  Store,  Sep- 
tember 26,  1917,  for  10  cents.  This  issue  probably  still  on  sale  there.  AAS. 

XX 

60.  (LC  19)  Title  type  face  differs  from  all  previous  reprints.  Xo  brackets 
or  parentheses  around  volume  and  page  numbers ;  /  for  s  in  Published.  LC. 

XXI 

61.  Title  in  type  face  differs  from  all  other  reprints  and  measures  9/16  in.  in 
height.  Xo  attempt  to  follow  original  text  arrangement.  Xo  brackets  or  curves 
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around  volume  and  number.  Heavy  mourning  rules  only  on  p.  1-2,  no  mourning 
borders.  Printed  from  larger  type  than  any  other  reprint.  Owned  (1915)  by 
C.  T.  Livermore,  Denver.  Photostat  prints  only.  NYPL ;  AAS. 

XXII 

62.  "The  Continental  Intelligencer."  Vol.  V.  Saturday  January  4,  1800. 
Number  6.  4  p.,  small  f°  (10%  by  6  Vie)-  Reprints  the  Washington  material 
and  part  of  the  foreign  news  from  the  Gazette  but  no  public  notices  or  advertise- 
ments. All  four  pages  have  mourning  borders  and  rules. 

"The  'Continental  Intelligencer'  was  issued  for  the  Continental  Party  and 
Republican  Court,  held  in  Martin  Opera  House,  Albany,  October  26-29,  1875. 
Perhaps  you  have  also  the  'Court  Journal,'  issued  daily  for  these  four  days. 
. . .  The  party  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  Albany  Home  of  the  Friendless."  (Letter 
from  Mr.  Joseph  Gavit,  of  the  New  York  State  Library,  Albany,  March  24,  1930, 
to  the  writer.)  AAS. 

63.  Same,  with  imprint  at  bottom  of  p.  4 :  "Albany,  Printed  for  ye  Continental 
Party,  and  Sold  by  J.  Munsell  near  ye  Dutch  and  /  English  churches,  in  ye 
Jonkers  street,  Albany." 

DESCRIPTION  OF  SUPPOSED  ORIGINAL 
XXIII 

64.  The  following  detailed  description,  by  Miss  Amelia  D.  Alden,  of  a  sup- 
posed original  (later  examined  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Lydenberg  who  pronounced  it  a 
reproduction)  differs  from  all  copies  previously  described.  The  same  collation 
was  given  by  Hon.  A.  T.  Clearwater  who  claimed  that  it  was  an  accurate  descrip- 
tion of  an  original  which  he  had  seen  (see  bibliography  at  end) .  No  copy  of  this 
edition  is  in  either  of  the  three  libraries  consulted  and  no  copy  can  now  be  found. 
Miss  Alden's  description,  from  the  New  York  Times  Saturday  Review  of  Books, 
September  10,  1904,  is  printed  because  it  obviously  describes  either  an  original 
or  a  very  early  reproduction,  perhaps  the  lost  reprint  of  1825.  It  is  as  follows : 

Title,  16-point  italic  caps.  Text,  modern  old  style.  No  "copyright  secured." 
"Vol.  II."  and  "Num.  88,"  not  "Numb.,"  in  square  brackets.  Rule  on  Page  1  and 
rules  on  Pages  2  and  3  show  rough  edges.  "Published"  and  "Ulster"  in  imprint 
have  long  "s"  ligatures  with  the  following  "h"  and  "t." 

Page  1,  Column  1,  has  "The  hour  having  arrived,"  initial  "T"  being  depressed ; 
the  same  page,  Column  2,  in  Adams's  reply  to  the  Senate,  has  "deliberations" ; 
same  page,  Column  3,  Line  7  of  Ramsay's  dispatch  has  "to."  After  the  Ramsay 
letter  the  two-em  dash  is  inserted. 

Page  2,  Column  2,  "Evacuation  of  Holland,"  Paragraph  1,  Line  10  from  end, 
has  "business"  spelled  "bufiness,"  "fi"  and  long  "ss"  ligatures.  "F"  is  frequently 
used  for  long  "s"  in  ligatures,  particularly  with  "i" ;  but  in  the  elegy  on  Page  3 
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long  "s"  is  used  With  "i"  in  "sighs,"  Stanza  1,  Line  4:  in  "side,"  Stanza  4,  Line 
4,  and  in  "sigh,"  Stanza  5,  Line  1.  Line  3  of  Stanza  4  has  "and." 

The  advertisement  of  Luther  Andres,  not  "Andre,"  Page  3,  not  4,  has  "re- 
ceiv'd,"  "brethren."  In  the  Post  Office  list  "Dinah,"  not  "Dinae,"  is  printed. 

There  are  other  points  worth  notice  in  comparing  fac  simile  issues.  Page  1, 
Column  1,  has  long  "s"  and  "h"  united  instead  of  "ct"  in  the  words  "affection," 
"active,"  and  "respectful."  Page  1,  Column  1,  Line  12  from  bottom,  has  "vigi- 
lence"  for  "vigilance"  ;  Line  24  from  bottom,  "seffion"  for  "session,"  "ffi"  logo- 
type. On  Page  1,  in  Column  2,  Line  6  from  bottom,  the  word  "necessity"  has 
round  "ss"  turned.  Page  1,  Column  4,  Line  5  from  bottom,  has  "lord  Mulgrave"  ; 
Line  7  from  bottom,  "Lord  Geenville"  for  "Lord  Greenville." 

Page  4,  Column  2,  Line  6  from  bottom,  has  "Schohary" ;  Column  4,  Line  10 
from  bottom,  "Hny"  for  "Any."  In  all  notices  of  sales,  Page  4,  Columns  1  and 
2,  "chattels"  is  spelled  "chatties." 

The  paper  of  the  original,  though  discolored  in  spots  and  worn  in  the  folds,  is 
still  soft  and  pliable,  and  fairly  white. 

A  FEW  OTHER  FACSIMILE  NEWSPAPERS 

Historical  anniversaries  and  newspaper  birthdays  have  frequently  been  cele- 
brated by  the  issuing  of  facsimile  newspapers.  These  reproductions,  though  not 
made  to  deceive,  have  frequently,  in  later  years,  fooled  their  owners.  The  fol- 
lowing list  includes  only  a  few  of  the  ones  more  frequently  met  with  ;  all  of  which 
are  owned  by  The  New  York  Public  Library.  In  many  cases  there  are  several 
reprints  of  the  same  number  in  the  Library,  but  they  have  not  been  separately 
listed  here.  Mr.  Joseph  Gavit  of  the  New  York  State  Library  has  in  preparation 
a  much  more  complete  and  elaborate  list  which  will,  when  he  finds  time  to  publish 
it.  be  an  important  and  useful  study.  It  already  contains  over  a  hundred  items. 

Massachusetts 

Present  State  of  the  New-English  Affairs,  Boston,  1689. 

Publick  Occurrences,  Boston,  September  25,  1690. 

Boston  News-Letter,  No.  1,  April  17-24,  1704. 

Xew  England  Courant,  1721  through  1726. 
Complete  file  for  these  years. 

New  England  Courant,  April  11,  1723. 

Published  at  Boston  by  Benjamin  Franklin  and  reproduced  in  facsimile  in  1856  on  a  press  once 
used  by  him. 

New  England  Weekly  Journal,  April  8,  1728. 

Boston-Gazette,  and  Country  Journal,  March  12,  1770. 
With  account  of  Boston  Massacre. 
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Massachusetts  Spy,  Worcester,  May  3,  1775. 

Massachusetts  Spy,  Worcester,  July  17,  1776. 

Printed  at  the  Philadelphia  Centennial  by  the  Campbell  Press  Works,  October,  1876,  with 
publisher's  advertisements  on  inside  pages. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  June  16,  1824. 

Reissued  June  16,  1924,  only  the  first  page  being  in  facsimile. 

Springfield  Republican.  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  September  8, 
1824;  Daily  Evening  Republican,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  Springfield,  May  27,  1844; 
Springfield  Republican,  September  15,  1878;  Springfield  Republican,  April 
14,  1886. 

First  page  only  of  these  issues  reprinted  in  miniature,  May  25,  1886  in  honor  of  the  250th 
anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Springfield. 

Daily  Evening  Transcript,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  Boston,  July  24,  1830. 
Boston  Evening  Transcript,  July  1,  1874. 

Miniature. 

Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  Vermont 
Newport  Mercury,  December  19,  1758;  March  11,  1760. 
Newport  Mercury,  October  27,  1781. 
Providence  Phoenix,  December  1,  1804. 
Connecticut  Courant,  Hartford,  October  28,  1764. 
Norwich  Packet,  December  16,  1773. 
Rutland  Herald,  December  3,  1794. 

New  York 
New  York  Gazette,  March  28,  1726. 
New-York  Gazette,  July  17-20,  1738. 

Portion  only  of  first  page  in  facsimile,  issued  by  R.  H.  Macy  and  Co.  [1926.] 

New- York  Mercury,  June  3,  1754. 

Page  one  only.  Given  out  by  Columbia  University  at  meeting  of  Eastern  College  Librarians, 
Columbia  University,  November,  1929.  First  article  announces  the  proposed  college  which  later 
became  Columbia. 

New- York  Gazette;  or,  the  Weekly  Post-Boy,  February  5,  1770. 

New-York  Morning  Post,  November  7,  1783. 

Independent  Journal,  New  York,  v.  1,  No.  1,  November  17,  1783. 

Gazette  of  the  United  States,  New  York,  April  29  to  May  2,  1789. 

Inauguration  of  Washington. 
New- York  Daily  Gazette,  May  1,  1789. 

Commercial  Advertiser,  New  York,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  October  2,  1795. 
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New  York  Evening  Post,  No.  1,  November  16,  1801. 

New- York  Observer,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  May  17,  1823. 
Miniature. 

Rochester  Daily  Advertiser,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  October  25,  1826. 

First  number  of  first  daily  paper  west  of  Albany,  reprinted,  1884,  from  the  original  type  by 
the  original  publisher.  Original  has  two  decanters  in  the  "Glass  Ware"  advertisement  of  W.  R. 
Rartlett  on  page  4.  One  of  these  cuts  was  later  lost  so  the  reprint  is  set  up  with  only  one  decanter 
in  this  advertisement.  Original  must  also  have,  at  bottom  of  p.  1,  col.  1,  the  removal  notice  of 
Smith  and  Horan  (Rochester  Union  and  Advertiser,  February  15,  1916).  The  only  original  of  this 
number  is  in  the  publisher's  bound  files.  Photostat  copy  of  facsimile  reprint. 

Freedom's  Journal,  New  York,  March  30,  1827. 

Courier  des  fitats-Unis,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  March  1,  1828  (page  1  only). 

The  Sun,  New  York,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  September  3,  1833. 

Morning  Herald,  New  York,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  May  6,  1835. 

New- York  Tribune,  April  10,  1841. 
Death  of  President  Harrison. 

New  York  Daily  Times,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  September  18,  1851. 
First  page  only  reprinted  in  New  York  Times,  September  18,  1926,  p.  23. 

New  York  Herald,  April  15,  1865. 
Assassination  of  President  Lincoln. 

Brooklyn  Sunday  Sun,  May  17,  1874. 

Miniature  reproducing  only  three  pages. 

New  York  Tribune,  April  30.  1881. 
Miniature. 

New  York  Times,  June  10.  1919. 
Miniature. 

New  Jersey 

Plaindealer,  Bridgeton,  No.  1,  December  25,  1775  to  February  12,  1776. 
First  newspaper  in  New  Jersey. 

New  Jersey  Journal,  Chatham,  August  8,  1781. 

Pennsylvania 

American  Weekly  Mercury,  Philadelphia,  1719  through  1724. 
Reprinted  by  the  Colonial  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  1898.  4  v.  4°. 

Universal  Instructor  .  .  .  and  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  Philadelphia,  December 
24, 1728. 

Postscript  to  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  December  24,  1773. 
Pennsylvania  Journal,  Philadelphia,  April  3,  1776. 
Dunlap's  Pennsylvania  Packet,  No.  246,  July  8,  1776. 

First  newspaper  publication  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
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Pennsylvania  Packet,  and  Daily  Advertiser,  Philadelphia,  September  21,  1784. 

Public  Ledger,  Philadelphia,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  March  25,  1836. 

One  reprint  was  published  (presumably  issued  by  the  Public  Ledger)  at  the  time  of  the 
Sesquicentennial  in  1926-1927  and  distributed  free  on  the  streets  of  Philadelphia. 

Public  Ledger,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  Philadelphia,  March  25,  1836. 
First  page  in  miniature  facsimile,  reprinted  in  1888. 

Western  States 

Freeman's  Journal,  Cincinnati,  October  27,  1798. 

Indiana  Gazette,  Vincennes,  Vol.  I,  No.  2,  August  7  [1804]. 

Missouri  Gazette,  St.  Louis,  Vol.  I,  No.  3,  July  26,  1808. 

Michigan  Essay,  August  31,  1809. 
Reprinted,  Detroit,  June  8,  1909. 

Californian,  San  Francisco,  Vol.  II,  No.  44,  March  15, 1848. 

Southern  States 

Maryland  Journal,  and  The  Baltimore  Advertiser,  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  August  20, 
1773. 

Reprinted  by  its  successor,  the  Baltimore  American. 

Maryland  Journal,  and  the  Baltimore  Advertiser.  December,  1772.  Number  17. 
From  Thursday,  December  9,  to  Saturday,  December  8,  1663  [sic,  i.e. 
1772].  8 p.  f°. 

Virginia  Gazette,  Williamsburg,  July  26,  1776. 

First  newspaper  publication  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  the  South. 

South-Carolina  Gazette;  and  Country  Journal,  Charles-Town,  June  13,  1775. 
Vicksburg  Daily  Citizen,  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  July  2,  1863. 

There  are  at  least  four  facsimiles,  three  of  which  are  printed  on  wall  paper  of  different  designs 
and  one  with  a  patent  medicine  advertisement  on  back.  One  of  the  wall  paper  reproductions,  whicli 
made  no  attempt  at  being  exact  facsimiles,  was  published  and  "for  sale  by  Back  Number  Budd  and 
Co.,  1280  Broadway,  New  York,  United  States  of  America,"  about  1894-1895. 

Another  wall  paper  edition  of  the  Citizen,  reset  from  modern  type  with  no  attempt  to  make  an 
exact  facsimile,  has  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  an  11-line  advertisement  of  A.  E.  Curchin,  1313 
Emporia  Avenue,  Melvern,  Kansas,  in  which  he  announces  that  he  has  for  sale  facsimiles  of  the 
following  newspapers:  New  York  Herald,  with  an  account  of  the  death  of  Lincoln;  Union  Volun- 
teer, Louisville,  Kentucky,  July  10,  1863;  Daily  Citizen,  Vicksburg,  July  2,  1863;  Ulster  Count v 
Gazette,  January  4,  1800;  United  States  Gazette,  May  2,  1789;  Boston  Nezvs  Letter,  1704,  any  of 
which  would  be  mailed  at  lOtf  each,  3  for  25<f,  or  six  for  50<J.  With  each  order  of  50^  or  more  he 
would  include  a  facsimile  of  the  program  of  the  play  at  Ford's  Theatre,  Washington,  the  night 
Lincoln  was  assassinated.  Also  reproduced  in  O.  H.  Oldroyd,  Soldier's  story  of  the  siege,  1885. 
For  best  accounts,  see  Clarence  S.  Brigham,  "Wall-paper  newspapers  of  the  Civil  War"  in  Biblio- 
graphical essays;  a  tribute  to  Wilberjorce  Eames,  Cambridge,  1924,  and  Quaife,  p.  74-79. 
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Canada 

Halifax  Gazette.  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  March  23,  1752. 

Canadian  Newspaper  Directory.  Montreal,  1892.  (Not  in  The  New  York  Public  Library.) 

Quebec  Gazette.  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  June  21,  1764. 

French  and  English  texts  in  parallel  columns. 

England 

The  Times,  London,  Number  3736,  Wednesday,  November  9,  1796.  4  p.  f  °. 

Part  of  Washington's  farewell  address  on  p.  3. 

The  Times,  London,  Number  9554,  Thursday,  June  22,  1815.  4  p.  f°. 

On  p.  2,  text  of  Wellington's  dispatch  from  Waterloo,  June  19,  reprinted  from  London  Gazette 
Extraordinary.  There  are  several  variations  of  this  reprint. 

Northampton  Mercury.  Northampton  [England],  Vol.  I,  No.  1,  May  2,  1720. 

12  p.  8°.  , 

"Ye  Olden  Times  Containing  New  England  Journal  of  1728  and  Boston  Gazette 

of  1770,  New  York  Post  of  1783,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Price  2Sf. "  [Cover-title.] 

[New  York,  about  1876.] 

This  folio  collection  issued  in  brown  wrapper  with  title  as  above  includes:  Facsimiles  of  eight 
pieces  of  Colonial  money  reproduced  on  one  leaf;  the  New-England  Weekly  Journal,  April  8, 
1728:  Boston-Gazette  and  Country  Journal,  March  12,  1770;  New- York  Morning  Post,  November 
7.  1783,  and  other  facsimiles,  missing  from  Library's  copy.  It  may  have  included  one  of  the  Ulster 
County  Gazette.  Each  of  these  facsimiles  was  complete,  in  its  original  size,  and  printed  on  imi- 
tation old  paper.  Nearly  all  copies  have  been  broken  up  and  the  individual  papers  treasured  as 
originals. 
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Apparently  the  first  study  of  the  various  reprints  of  the  Gazette. 
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Newspapers  of  Ulster,  by  Jay  E.  Klock,  p.  504-511. 
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Supplement  to  the  Peoria  Herald-Transcript.  February  2J.  1907 

ULSTER   COUNTY  GAZETTE 


,                Published  at  KINGSTON.  (Ulster  County,)  By  BAM  UEL  FREER  and  SON. 

[Vol  IX]  8 

ATUBDAV,    January    i,  1800. 

'Num.  88.1 

47 

p  ULSTER 

COUNTY 

GAZETTE. 

Publilhed  if  KINGSTON,  iL'Urer  County. i  B»  SAMUEL  FREER  and  SON. 

.Vol  II.)                                               SATURDAY.  January  4.  1800.                                               1  Num.  88.)  mail 

48-49 

ULSTER 

COUNTY 

GAZETTE. 

Publilhe<;  at 

KINGSTON,  (Ulster  County.)  B»  SAMUl 

X  FREER  and  SON. 

(Vol.  II.) 

SATU-RDAY.  January  4.  1800. 

(Num.  88.) 

SO 

ULSTER 

cor \t v 

GAZETTE. 

tf*"-  !^A!v'-nug 4  ^ 3              H  1 

ULSTER 

COUNTY 

GAZETTE. 

PublifheH  at 

KINGSTON,  (Ulster  County.)  By  SAMUJ 

it  FREER  and  SON. 

ULSTER    COUNTY  GAZETTE 

Published  at  KINGSTON,  (Ulster  County.)  Bv  SAMUEL  FREER  sad  SuN 


msitiUio  tbe  agtbufhr  of  our  exa-ellrui  loci  oolr  one  man  killed  «ud  hum  wu< 
ftuvvrument.        *  dcd.     f>urlr>tr  tbe  Brtioa  b«-  l»d 

Knowing  t»  we  do,  ib»l  the  United  hunw  abut  under  bitu  but  tiitnulf 


owttlWitrm,1  inu 

°' I  iiJ'":,'V7_""iT*      *".T"    "■''iTI'i.'"*  *■ "*■""  I  tr»ti»uilt  to  vour  lnrd»hip  arcoim."  of 

''*    ."  1  Vr    '"     J"      ,  n  "      "°  !  0»  pKmaahS  "I  ta..  wiy,  I  kanlb 

i,WvW««itfituy  a./  Ci^mii,  •»  lityu'  MOOXLV  J  KOf'.VG*,  i*  fv        ,    -  ;v-  ,  ..     „  M  ...  j,  , 

Agents  and  News-dealers  can  be  Supplied  at  1302  Girar^  Pa 


[corr  MOST  ihcomdj 


ULSTER    COUNTY  GAZETTE. 


<V<J  II) 


I'ubli.l,oJ  M  KINUHTUN,  (t'kUr  Carnal/,)  lit  8AUUIL  P0K8K  and  8U.N 
SATURDAY    Jaamry    <,  !«* 


(N-  U 


PAC-8IM1I.E. 


ULSTER    COUNTY  GAZETTE. 

I'ul,l,.l,.-d  mi  KINGSTON,  (I'laur  >'«.niy.)  Hr  SAMI'fcl.  FREES  ud  BON 


(Vul.  Il| 


BAT  U  II  I'  A  V.  J» 


ULSTER    COUNTY  GAZETTE. 


■miSSiM!,!  1    '""'■i.iiit.l  ■  KINGSTON.  [1 1.1,1  (w,  )  B.  SAMUEL  FlU.l.n  tod  SON 


(Vol  II  ) 


SATURDAY  J.-u.ry  4.  1B00 


I  OH  THI  DEATH  Of  H| 

I      GENERAL  W  ASHINGTON. 

H  ibv  a  .'o      ;  LADV  1 

S7-S8 

ULSTER     COUNTY  GAZETTE. 


PobNftfd  ir  KINGSTON.  (Ubt*l  County  B»  SAMUEL  FRtER  aM  SON 


fVol  I)  ) 


SATURDAY  Jnutty  4.  ,Soo 


j«".:f  w«c  fpY  the  M  i;-Vjr  of  it»o**  *  1 
•u^  ■'"HrS  isiJtb-iti.frofB  MfaM  4  en  •Ml  r 
Oliff  .  j  MOM  rn^tttni  lum-mrf,  H 
•V"  .if.  H.J  h-  1x4,  co-H  bffMNI ->-• 
m'>>«4  •»••  (io-y  ofdj  wnti  tbo*«  toprri 
Oti  -tcid.  •  S ->  b*-T«»  n|  ihAJ  r4frtvlv 

■m  anttai  «-/  -  .-•  w  j>  mm  «*w 
■MrHwA  im  »M  /     -  .1*  t 


For  tfct  fiOr.  Coutj  Cum. 
ON  THE  DEATH  OF 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

(VV  A  VOUHC  LADT.) 


(N'um  HH) 

I 


ULSTER  COUNTY  GAZETTE 

Publilhal  u  KINGSTON.  Ulto  County.  Br  SAMUEL  FRtER  **i  SON. 

SATURDAY.  J-nu.ry.4.  I  MO.  .  »' 


Ulster  County  Gazette. 

I'oU.lhcJ  U  KINGSTON  lUbier  CoMHtfj  B>  SAMUEL  h'KtLK  anJ  SON 


SATURDAY.  JANUARY  4  itoo 


WIHkll  W  O  INGRESS  lll.;^  Coiijtran  ..t  the  open  ltr..m  utn  expenctv  -  v..  antic  I  KttctuJ.  Thai  a  comcmuer, 
rUKSDA\  1 1.  » •  I       i  I  I 


The  Continental  Intelligencer. 


SATURDAY 


the  Retirement  he  loved,  and  in  I 
SeaTon    more  ilormy  and  lempeftuoul 


CONGRESS 

~  than  War  itfelf  with  calm  and  wife  De- 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.     |  ,crmlnlllon  Durfue  the  l.Je  Intcre«>  of 
6? -63  (  64  not  seen) 


THE  ULSTER  COUNTY  GAZETTE  33 

manuscript  checklist  identifying  22  different  reproductions.  3  p.,  4°,  typed ; 
1  p.,  8°,  manuscript. 

  Bibliography  of  American  newspapers,  1690-1820.  [Kingston,  New- 
York.  Ulster  County  Gazette  and  Ulster  Gazette] .  (American  Antiquarian 
Society.  Proceedings,  April,  1917,  p.  266-267.) 

Mr.  Brigham's  bibliography  will  appear  later,  in  revised  form,  in  two  large  octavo  volumes. 

Wegelin,  Oscar.  Books  relating  to  the  history  of  Georgia  in  the  library  of 
Wymberley  Jones  De  Renne,  of  Wormsloe,  Isle  of  Hope,  Chatham  County, 
Georgia.  [Savannah,]  1911.  268,  xviii  p.,  24  facsims.,  2  pi.  4°. 
Ulster  County  Gazette,  p.  133. 

Ingram,  J.  Van  Ness.  Facsimile  copies  of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette  of  January 
4,  1800  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  [Washington:  Library  of  Congress, 
February  10,  1915.] 

A  typed  checklist  identifying  18  different  reproductions.  20  p.  4°,  typed.  Also  a  supplement, 
p.  21-24,  listing  Nos.  19-22,  bringing  his  list  down  to  1929. 

The  Library  of  Congress  has  also  issued  a  single  page,  mimeographed  form  letter  of  no  date, 
probably  prepared  by  Mr.  Ingram,  for  use  in  answering  questions  regarding  the  Gazette. 

Rayner,J.  A.  Ulster  County  Gazette.  ( Philatelic  West,  January,  1914.) 

Inaccurate.  Mentions  his  own  "original"  which  later  proved  to  be  a  reprint. 

Wall,  Alexander  J.  The  spurious  Ulster  County  Gazette  of  January  4,  1800. 
by  Alexander  J.  Wohlhagen.  (New  York  Historical  Society  Quarterly 
Bulletin,  April,  1917,  v.  1,  p.  15-17,  1  illus.  of  part  of  first  page  of  the 
genuine  number  of  the  Gazette  for  May  10,  1800.) 

 Same,  reprinted  by  the  Society  with  slight  change,  without  illus. 

[1927.]  2  p.  on  4,  8°.  (Once  reprinted.) 

 Same,  reprinted  with  slight  additions  by  the  Library  of  the  Ford  His- 
torical Collection,  Dearborn,  M ichigan.  [  1929.  ] 

 Same,  reprinted  with  preliminary  note  added.  (New  York  Sun,  New 

York,  March  8,  1930,  p.  11.) 

Ouaife,  Milo  M.  Some  light  on  two  historical  hoaxes  [  Vicksburg  Daily  Citizen 
and  Ulster  County  Gazette].  (Wisconsin  Magazine  of  History,  Madison, 
September,  1918,  v.  2,  p.  74-79.) 

Salmon,  Lucy  Maynard.  The  Ulster  County  Gazette,  January  4,  1800.  [By 
Lucy  M.  Salmon.]  Poughkeepsie  :  Yassar  College,  Department  of  History, 
January,  1922.  4  p.  16°. 

— —  Same,  condensed  and  reprinted,  December,  1924.  4  p.  16°. 

 The  newspaper  and  the  historian.  New  York:  Oxford  University  Press, 

1923.  xliii,  566  p.  illus.  8°. 
Ulster  County  Gazette,  with  facsimiles  of  headings  of  16  variants,  and  bibliography,  p.  42(M21. 


34 


THE  NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Ulster  Gazette  monumental  fake.  [Broadside  reprinted  by  the  Kingston 
Daily  Freeman,  1922.] 

Another  issue  of  Ulster  County  Gazette.  (Kingston  Daily  Freeman,  Kingston, 
New  York,  April  28,  1923,  p.  4.) 
Virtually  a  reprint  of  the  above. 

Marks  of  genuine  Ulster  County  Gazette  described  by  prominent  Kingston  jurist 
[A.  T.  Clearwater,  in  letter  to  the  editor,  dated  October  23,  1923].  (Demo- 
crat and  Chronicle,  Rochester,  New  York,  October  23,  1923.) 

Author  gives  careful  analysis  of  typographical  errors  but  fails  to  give  source  of  his  information. 
His  source,  however,  appears  to  have  been  "An  original  Ulster  Co.  Gazette,"  letter  written  to 
New  York  Times,  by  Amelia  D.  Alden,  West  New  Brighton,  N.  Y.,  September  2,  1904  (New 
York  Times  Saturday  Review  of  Books,  New  York,  September  10,  1904).  This  letter  describes 
an  early  reprint  which  the  writer  of  the  letter  thought  at  the  time  was  an  original.  This  entry  is 
included  as  a  warning  against  taking  its  contents  too  seriously.  Both  writers  were  honest  but 
probably  misinformed. 

Gilliss,  Walter.  Recollections  of  the  Gilliss  Press.  New  York :  The  Grolier 
Club,  1926.  134  p.  illus.  8°. 

The  Gilliss  reprint  of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette,  1876,  p.  31-34. 

Originals  are  all  reprints.  (Boston  Globe,  January  9,  1927.) 

Article  based  on  information  secured  from  Mr.  Clarence  S.  Brigham,  with  some  new  facts. 

Hundreds  of  Gazettes.  By  "Linus."  (New  York  Sun,  October  22,  1929.) 


There  are  hundreds  of  newspaper  articles  on  the  Gazette  but  only  those  con- 
taining new  material  have  been  included. 


Note:  Since  the  appearance  of  this  article  in  the  Bulletin,  the  following  new  information  has 
come  to  light: 

Mr.  J.  E.  Hasbrouck,  grandson  of  John  W.  Hasbrouck,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Whig  Press, 
Middletown,  N.  Y.,  reports  that  his  grandfather  made  the  following  statement  in  his  issue  of  May 
11,  1859:  "We  are  indebted  to  J.  A.  Van  Duzer  [who  learned  the  printing  trade  in  Hasbrouck's 
office]  printer  of  Chicago,  for  a  (facsimile)  copy  of  the  'Ulster  County  Gazette'  printed  at  King- 
ston, January  4,  1800.  It  is  a  typographical  curiosity.  We  have  an  imperfect  file  [now  lost]  of  the 
Gazette,  some  copies  of  which  date  still  further  back  than  this." 

In  the  Whig  Press  of  July  21,  1858,  the  editor  speaks  of  a  facsimile  of  the  famous  issue  of 
January  4,  1800,  having  been  placed  in  the  corner  stone  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Mont- 
gomery, Orange  County,  New  York,  July  1,  1858. 

"Of  the  making  of  Ulster  County  Gazettes  there  is  no  end!"  Mr.  Joseph  Gavit  reports  three 
new  varieties  of  the  issue  for  January  4,  1800,  one  similar  to  our  No.  57  but  with  portrait  on  p.  3 
instead  of  p.  1;  another  with  italic  heading,  modern  type,  no  ligatures,  of  about  189-?;  and  still 
another,  roman  heading,  modern  type,  with  words:  "A  true  copy  —  Copyright  applied  for"  at 
bottom  of  p.  1,  and  probably  printed  in  1930,  making  a  total  of  67  varieties  to  date. 


